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ESSAY, Kc. 


"OL es INTRODUCTION. 


"Thos GH, in the whslk ſyſtem of n 
truth, few articles have been more frequently 
diſcuſſed, or more thoroughly inveſtigated, 
than the Reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; yet ſuch is the importance of the ſub- 
ject as will, I hope; plead my excule, if, in- 
_ deed, any apology be neceſſary, for laying be- 
fore the Reader this little ſketch of a vaſt, 
grand, and comprehenſive theme. | 
The great apoſtle of the Gentiles expreſſes 
His earneſt defire to know Chriſt, and particu- 
Jarly THE POWER OF AIS RESURREC= _ 3 
io *. The knowledge of the Son of God, 5 ; 
Of his perſon, his character, his offices and 
His work, is ſupremely intereſting. This is | 
the moſt excellent knowledge: the moſt .Y 
#fublime, the moſt confolatory, the moſt bene- ; | 
| 
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55 ficial, the moſt neceſſary. But in his wkole 
1 Riſtory there is no fact more worthy our ſe- 
Tious attention than his reſurrection, This is 


AS dane 


4 INTRODUCTION. 


one of the moſt extraordinary, and important 
facts recorded in the goſpel. On this account 


it is very circumſtantially related; frequently 
mentioned, often alluded to, and introduced 
in various connections. It was the centre of 
the apoſtolic teſtimony ; and in the inſpired 


writings of the New Teſtament it occupies a 


very conſpicuous place, An acquaintance, ' 
therefore, with a fact, which makes ſuch a 


capital figure in the ſacred volume, muſt be 
highly deſirable. 


me force of the Be 6 he with 


which this great fact is attended, to cotnpre- 


hend its import, and to experience the ſalutary 
influence of the belief of it, upon the mind, 


the conſcience, the heart, and the life, is to be 


truly wiſe and ſubſtantially happy. There is 


a power in the evidence, a power in the fact, 


and a power in the belief of it, as I am now ” 


to ſhew. 


CHAPTER 


— 


CHAPTER 1. | 
On the EVI DE NCE of uri, Reſurreftim, 
Is Chriſt riſen from the dead 7 —This is 


queſtion of FACT, the object of which muſt be 
aſcertained preciſely in ns ſame way as any 


other hiſtorical truth. A reſurrection, as a. 


fact, admits of the ſame kind of evidence as 
any other fact. It is a fact of which the ſenſes 
are competent to judge. 


But ſenſible evidence cannot ve aloe to 


every individual. Ve cannot have occular 
demonſtration of the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
in which we are deeply intereſted. But we 


have the ſame kind of evidence, in this caſe, 


as is univerſally admitted to be ſufficient for 


the eſtabliſkment of other hiſtorical truths, 


which have not fallen under the cognizance of 
our ſenſes ;---I mean credible teſtimony. 
"* evidently the intention of. the wiſe, 


and benevolent Author of our intellectüal and 


moral frame, that we ſhould rely on credible 


teſtimony, for the greateſt part of our little 


ſtock of knowledge. For if we reject this 


kind of evidence, which is founded on that 


moral order the Supreme Being hath eſta- 
| bliſhed, juſtice cannot be adminiſtered, the 
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Wheels ef government muſt ſtand ſtill, our 
deareſt rights cannot be ſecured, the bands of 


fociety will be broken, buſineſs muſt ſtagnate, 


all hiſtory will become uſeleſs, and our know- 


ledge will be circumſcribed within very nar- - 
row bounds. Did we exiſt in all periods of 


time, and in all parts of the globe, ſo as to ſee 


every thing with our own eyes, we ſhould 


not be human beings ; for to; be limited by 


time and place, is one of the properties of 


man. Ve are but of yeſterday, and know; com- 
paratively, nothing. The ſphere of our ob- 


- feryation reaches but a little way. If, then, 
we regard as true that only of which we are 
witneſſes, our incredulity will neceſſarily ex- 


poſe us to the moſt painful ſtate of exiſtence, 
by keeping us ignorant of many things an ac- 


quaintance with which is immediately con- 


nected with our preſent happineſs. In an im- 


menſe number of caſes, moral evidence is 


perfectly ſatis factory. We are confident of 
the exiſtence of perſons, places, and things, 
the knowledge of which. can be derived from. 
no other ſource than human teſtimony. In all. 
our molt important concerns we act upon this: 
principle,-—that men of denkt ding and 4 in- 


' tegrity are worthy of credit. 


« But moral evidence,” it may be ſaid, 

« changes its nature, according to thenature of 
the things to which it is applied ; ſo chat what is 
ok | 


ens rs RESURRECTION, 7 
prdof of a fact which comes within the ſphere 
of phyſical occurrences, is no evidence of ſu- 

pernatural events.“ It maſt be granted, that 
more evidence is required to ſubſtantiate ex- 
 traordinary occurrences,. than thoſe which: 
take place according to what is called the- 


eſtabliſhed” courſe of nature; to prove, for in- 


ance, that a man aroſe from the dead, than 
that he died. But the fame fort of evidence 


as is admitted in regard to common facts, is 


equally ſuited to authenticate: thoſe that are- 


extraordinary. 
The queſtion, which I now 1 4s not, 


Whether the Reſurrection of Jeſus be a na- 
| tural event? but, Whether this fact, ſup- - 


poling it to have taken place, be attended 


with proper evidence, and with ſuch a degree | 


of proper evidence. as ought to ſatisfy a rea- 


ſonable mind? The truth of a. fact which in- 


volves in it no contradiction, or abſurdity, de- 


pends not on its nature, but on. its proofs. _ 


The reaſon is obvious: For, what is ſtyled 
nature is inviſible, but proofs are open to in- 


veſtigation. In natural philoſophy improba- 


bilitits, ariſing from our ideas of: the nature of 


things, are often overruled by direct Ou 


FX OO! 8. 


If, indeed, we. were fully acquainted with 
the ſecret œcοmy of the univerſe, if we 


knew the. full. extent of that power which 
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created all things, and were competent to 
affirm that a reſurrection is impoſſible, teſti- 
mony would not operate conviction in our 


minds: but if we admit that God can raife 


the dead, a reſurrection is not à thing in- 
eredible. For if we believe that there is a 


power ſufficient to effect it, the natural poſſi- 


bility of the event is granted. Now, though 
che reſurrection of a dead perſon be really 

a ſtupendous work, it is not too hard for Om- 
gipotence. That he who gave life, can, if he 


pleaſe, reſtore it, reaſon, independently of Re- 
velation, directs us to acknowledge. 


. What is there, then, in a reſurrection 
that ſhocks our feelings? It is a wonderful 


event.“ True. But is not the natural world 
full of the Creator's wonders? Is it not won- 
derfu} that, after the death of winter, the 


ſpring ſhould come forwards in all her beauty, 
health, and fragrance? Is it not wonderful 


that the principle of vegetative life ſhould 


break forth from the- dead and corrupted maſs 


chat lay buried in the earth, and riſe to a 
beautiful plant? Is it not wonderful that the 


little inſect, which to all appearance died, 


ſhould come forth into new life, and take its 


flight into regions to which, in its former gro- 
velling ſtate of animated exiſtence, it could not 


foar? © Theſe,” it may be ſaid, © are common 


23 


events. They are ſo; and it is becauſe they 


are 


CHRIST'S RESURRECTION. '9 
are common that they excite little, or no, ſur- 


prize; though they are really as myſterious as 


the reſurrection of a man. Is it not obviouſly 
ſtriking that the power, which can effect 
theſe familiar events, is able, alſo, to raiſe the 
| dead? | | ; 

As the natural attibates' of the Deity render 
a reſurrection poſſible, ſo, if it can, be made to 
appear that the reſurrection of Nel is emi- 


nently conducive to the glory of God, and to 


the happineſs of men, it muſt be conſidered as 
perfectly compatible with the moral excel 
lencies of the divine character. Let us, then, 
briefly ſtate the evidence we have of this ſin- 
gular fact. 

That there was ſuch a , perſon: as Jeſus 
Chriſt-—that he was crucified, dead, and 
buried—and that his tomb was found empty 


on the third day—-we have no occaſion to 


prove; as theſe particulars are admitted by 
Jews and Gentiles. - Chrift muſt, then, have 
been taken away, or he aroſe. If taken away, 
his removal muſt have been effected by either 
friends, or foes; for an indifferent perſon, if, 
indeed, any one at that time in Jeruſalem 
could have remained indifferent, cannot be 
ſuppoſed to have interfered. If his enemies 


0 ſecured the body, why did they not produce it, 


to confound the Diſciples; to vindicate them 
ſelves from the heavy charges exhibited 
6 . ns. "KO 
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10 IH EVIDENCE: oer 
againſt them, and to ſtop the progreſs of a 
ſtory, which: could not fail to prove, in the 
higheſt degree, mortifying to. their national, 
pride? Incapable of producing the dead body 
to public view, they maintained that it was in 
poſſeſſion of the Diſciples. The ſoldiers, they- 
ſaid, affirmed that. whije- they, ſlept the 
Diſciples ſtole the body from the ſepulchre, 
with a view to impoſe on the credulity of tho 

ſimple by a pretended reſurrection. | 

The ſtory of the ſoldiers, which the Jewiſh 

prieſts and rulers invented, is a.ſeries of im- 
probabilities. Eyery one, converſant with: 
ancient hiſtory, knows that the: vigilance of 
Roman centinels was ſecured by the ſtricteſt: 
diſcipline, To ſleep on guard was death. Is. 
it, then, probable that theſe foldiers ſhould: 
fleep on the: preſent occaſion; and that they 
ſhould. all ſleep at the ſame time? Is it pro- 
bable that the Diſciples ſhould know the pre- 
eiſe time?” Is it probable that a. few timid: 
men, who fled with terror when they, might- 
have reſcued their maſter's life, would ven- 
ture, in the face of an armed guard, to aſcend: 
the hill, to. roll, away the ſtone which cloſed: 
the mouth of the grave, and to.convey away 
the corpſe? What motive could induce them. 
to undertake ſuch a perilous enterprize? I call. 
it perilaus ; for; if the removal of the ſtone: 
| Would awake a ſoldier, or, if any one of that 
immenſe 
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immenſe multitude of people that erouded 
Jeruſalem at the Paſſover, ſhould, by aid of 


- the moon, which, being then full, ſhone all = 


night, detect them in the cheat, their ſcheme. 
is deſtroyed, their hopes are blaſted, and their 


ruin is inevitable. But, if. they eſcape de- 


tection, what is their object What will they 


do with the body? What ſcheme could they 
mean to ſupport? Will they ſay that he is 
riſen? They had no ſteady expectation that 
Be would ariſe; or, if they had, why ſhould - 
they act the part which the ſoldiers attributed | 


to them? | 
After all, what confidence can be placed in 


this ſtory ? It has the complexion of a fraud. 


The foldiers were taught to ſay, that while 
they were aſleep, the Diſciples ſtole the body 


of their Maſter: but they were not inſtructed 


to inform us how they aſcertained what was 
tranſacted while their ſenſes were locked up- 
in ſleep. Such a tale, unſupported by evi- 


dence, would not be regarded in any court of 
| Juſtice. It has not even the air of probability. 
It is calculated only to excite ridicule. If- 


they who framed it, meant to diſplay the 
firength of their prejudice, the baſeneſs of 


their hearts, and the weakneſs of their cauſe,. - 
we ſhould, in this inſtance, give them credit 
for the wiſdom they- diſcover. in adapting, 


means to ends. 
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12 - THE EVIDENCE or 
But let us leave this abſurd ftory, and in- 
quire whether a conſiſtent account can be 
given of a fact which was not then diſputed ;--- 
I mean the removal of Chriſt's body from the. 
41 ſepulchre. Let us hear what thoſe who call 
= themſelves the Apoſtles of Jeſus have to re- 
late. They ſay, that, © Scarcely expecting 
the event, though -their Maſter had himſelf 
foretold it-—but in language which at the 
time he ſpake they did not fully comprehend--- 
they were ſurprized with an account that his 
. body was gone; and that they found after- 
wards, to their great joy, that he was alive 
3 _ © that he appeared to them at different times, 
and in various places, eating, and drinking 
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L with them, and ſpeaking to them of the things 
7 which concern the Kingdom of God—that 

il 9 Thomas, . one of their company, would not 
dcdredit the relation of thoſe who ſaw Chriſt on 
| | the day when he aroſe; that he carried his 
1 incredulity to the length of ſaying, Except I 
Wo Hall ſee in his hands the print of the nails, and 
1 put my finger into the print of the nails, and 
I; thruſt. my band into bis fide, I will not be- 
14 lieve * that Jeſus, on the firſt day of the fol- 
4 lowing week, condeſcended to offer him the 


very evidence which he required; that 
Thomas, fully convinced, exclaimed, Ay 
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Lord,” and my Godi=that Jeſus Chriſt aſter- 


wards appeared in Galilee to above five hun- 


dred Brethren at one time that, of thoſe. 


who ſaw him before and after his death, he 
| ſelected twelve, including Matthias, to' be 
Witneſſes of his ReſurreQion—-that a princi- 
pal article in the deſtined employment of theſe 
choſen Witneſſes, called Apoſtles, was to give 
teſtimony to a fact of which they were aſſured 
by many infallible proofs, during his reſi- 
dence with them for forty days, before he, in 
their ſight, afcended into Heaven—and that, 
-about ten days after his aſcenſion, the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, agreeably to their 


Maſter's promiſe, enabling them to ſpeak in 


many languages, which they had never learned 


by ſtudy, that they might bear witneſs to men 


of all nations, and to confirm their e? 


| by ſigns following.” 
This, which is. the ſubſtance of che apoſto- 
lic report, is a plain, conſiſtent, and appa- 


rently artleſs narrative. If we do not credit 


it, we muſt ſuppoſe either that the apoſtles 


were themſelves deceived, or that they ſtudi- 


ouſly endeavoured to deceive the reſt of the 

world. Now there ſeems to be no rational 
Sunn for either of theſe ſuppoſitions. 

Here are twelve men who agree in their 

_ teſtimony, though in general, two or three 

8 be thought ſufficient. They ſay, 

| That 
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14 THE EVIDENCE or 
« That which we have ſeen, and heard, and: 


handied,, declare we unto: you *.“ They affirm 


that the fact, of which they are witneſſes, 
fell under the examination of their ſenſes. 
This cireumſtance is material, and demands 
notice. For, if theſe unlearned and ignorant. 


men had been required, without divine aid, 


to trace the etymology. of a. doubtful term ;. 


to fix the preciſe date of ſome remote event, 
. concerning which the moſt ſkilful. chronolo-- 


giſts are divided in their ſentiments ; to aſcer- 
tain a deep point. in metaphyſics ; or- to in- 


veſtigate any other intricate*ſubject,. their in- 


competency might. be pleaded ;- but, in the caſe- 


before us, there is no difficulty. They bear 


teſtimony to a palpable fact, of the certainty 
of which they could entertain no rational 
doubt. For they had lived with Jeſus Chriſt,., 
in the greateſt intimacy, ſeveral years before 


his death, ſo that they could not be miſtaken 


in his perſon; and after his reſurrection they 
kad many opportunities of converſing with. 
him, of beholding the print of- the nails, and | 
the wounds in his ſide, and of recognizing all- 
thoſe amiable; and. ſtrongly. expreſſive, traits- 
by which his perſon was identifiedi Had he 


appeared with: the. velocity-of a flaſh of light-- 


ening, and inſtantaneouſly vaniſhed had he 
* bimſelf to hem When * were 


* 1 Jh. i 15 37 
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Juſt arouſed from their midnight ſlymbers,. be- 
fore the ſenſes can well exerciſe their office, 
or reaſon aſſume its empire-—had: he. been 
viewed only at a. diſtance, or in the: air -had 
he appeared in a new body or had he; under 
any of theſe circumſtances, been ſeen by only 
one perſon —there Would be ſome: colour of 
plauſibility in what is often ſaid of the illu- 
fions of the ſenſes, and. the vagaries of fancy. 
But, here, all things were the. reverſe. 

If, therefore; Chriſt be not riſen, the 
di were falſe witnefſes. They were, on 
this ſuppoſition, impoſtors of the worſt claſs. 
But have they any of the: characteriſtic marks: 
of impoſtors ?- Can they be challenged on any 
one ground of rational exception? They were 
the friends of Jeſus, it may be objected. It 
zs true they were. But may not friends be 
honeſt men? Who but friends can be ſup- 
poſed, in this caſe, to bear teſtimony? Be- 
ſides, if he deceived their expectations, ſported 
with their credulity, and, without any in- 
demnification, wantanly expoſed them to the 
moſt cruel. ſcorn, and to the ſevereſt puniſn- 

ment, what cauld be the ground of their at- 
tachment to ſuch an impoſtor? 

The moral. character of theſe witneſſss has 
never been impeached. Their manners were 
irreproachable, their enemies being judges. 
| They os not. a — moral qualities 
which 
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which are generally required, but thoſe tranſ- 
cendent virtues which are ſeldom found, in 
common witneſſes. That their moral cha- 
racter was eminently and illuſtriouſly virtu- 
ous, their moſt bitter adverſaries could not 
deny. Their ſimplicity and candour, their 
piety and benevolence were conſpicuous in 
all their actions, and are ſtill inne in Al 
their writings. e 

It will not at all derogate from the merit 
of theſe excellent men, to maintain that they 
could not invent the ſtory which they told. 
For the reſurrection of Chriſt is to be con- 
ſidered, not as an inſulated fact, but, rather, 
as the key. ſtone of that religious inſtitute 
which is contained in the New Teſtament:+ 
Remove this and the whole fabric falls. But 
while this is preſerved the ſuperſtructure is 
perfectly ſecure. Now, in this ſacred volume, 
we have a ſcheme of doctrine, a ſyſtem of 
morals, and a plan of worſhip, infinitely ſu- 
perior to any that can be found in the writ- 
ings of their predeceſſors. The Philoſophers 
of Rome, the Wiſe Men of Greece, the 
Magi of Perſia, and even the Legiſlator, and 
Prophets of Iirael, muſt bow the knee, and 
give the palm, to ele fiſnermen. 

But; ſuppoſing that the genius of theſe un- 
1 men were equal to the invention of 
this moſt weinen and moſt ſublime, religious 

TE ſyſtem, 
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ſyſtem, yet, if they were falſe Witneſſes, we 
ſhould be at a loſs to account, on any rational 
principles, for their conduct; at a greater loſs 
to account for their | motives ; and at the 


greateſt loſs of all to account tor? their ſuc- 
cels, | e 


* 


FirsT, There are many 19 in their 


cox pucr, which demand attention many 55 
traits of character, which diſtinguiſh theſe 
Witneſſes from all the e that have ever 


appeared. 


They were explicit, pan eats: in 
their accounts. They bore. teſtimony i in an 
open, public, and authoritative, manner. 


They did not creep into dark corners. They 


did not propagate their ſtory by ſecret means. 
They did not require a blind faith: but, with 


confidence, they proclaimed the fact, appeal- 


ing to the common ſenſe of men, provoking 
- examination, and daring their adverſaries to 
invalidate their teſtimony. In the capital, 


before numerous aſſemblies, in the preſence 


of the magiſtrates, 'while Calvary was yet 
ſtained with the blood of the Saviour, and his 
enemies were ſtill mad with. rage, they boldly 
fay, „Him whom ye have crucified, hath 
God raiſed from the dead; whereof we. are 


Witneſſes *.” If the Apoſtles were impoſtors, 


* Ads ii, 92. ili. 25. iv. 10. WE. 
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| how can we account for ſuch. unprecedented 


boldneſs ? Had they gone firſt: to-the iſles afar. 
off, remote from. the ſcene of action; or had 
they borne teſtimony to: an event which oc 
curred many years before. they ſpake of it; 
the fact, in either caſe, could not have been 
fo properly inveſtigated. | 

Again: The manner in which- they ſup-- 
ported their teftimony, is worthy of no- 


tie, They appealed to miracles, as vouchers 
of the fact of which they called themſelves 


the Witneſſes. Their hiſtory informs us, 
that theſe illiterate men, of the loweſt claſs, 
addreſs . Parthians, and Medes, and Ela- 
mites, and the dwellers in Meſopotamia,” and 
many other countries, in their reſpective ver- 
nacular tongues; and tell them that they are 


. endowed with this extraordinary power by 


the Holy Spirit, whom Jeſus Chriſt has ſent 
from Heaven. To a man Who was well. 


| known to haye been. lame from his birth, 


they ſay, © In the name of Jeſus Chriſt, riſe. 
up and walk *;” and immediately, in the- 


| preſence of many ſpectators, & he, leaping 


up, ſtood, and walked, and entered with 
them into the temple, walking, and leaping, 
and praiſing God,” When interragated,. by 
the Sanhedrim, reſpecting © this good deed, 
by what means the impotent. man was made. 


* Acts lil, 6. &cc. | 


Whole? - 
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whole?“ they magnanimouſly ſay, & Be it 
known unto. you all, and to all the people of 

Iſrael, that by the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom ye crucified, whom God: raiſed from 

the dead, even by him doth. this man ſtand 
here before you whole; and the Rulers, be- 
holding the man that was healed, could ſay 

vothing againſt it *. Now, if the Witneſſes 
did not work. miracles, how can we account 
for their conduct in appealing to them? What 
they call the demonſtration of the Spirit t, and 
_ the ſigns of an apoſtle t, would have, un- 
_ neceſſarily, encumbered the ſcheme of an im- 
poſtor. 

Once more: The Witneſſes perferend. in 
giving teſtimany, with heroic conſtancy, and 
fome of them, at length, ſealed it with their 
blood. It has been obſerved, that, though 
many have fallen martyrs to opinion, the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt were the only perſons who 
ever ſacrificed their lives in atteſtation of a 
FACT—of a fact, we may add, to the belief 
of which they were not inclined through the 
influence of education, of civil or religious 
authority, or of worldly: intereſt, Nothing, 
then, but the ſtrongeſt conviction of the cer- 
tainty of the fac, can furniſh us with an ade» 


* Accs iv, 10, 14. + 1 Cor. li. 4 f 2 Cor. xii. 12. 


quate 
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quate cauſe of ſuch r pact fortitude. 


| For, 


SECONDLY, 1 Apoſtles were falſe Wit- 
neſſes, by tohat MOTIVES can we ſuppoſe them 
actuated? 


To what CARY did they attempt to im- 
1 upon mankind? What intereſt did they 
purſue? At what ſcope could they poſſibly 
aim? Or, by what human principles were 
oy governed ? * | 

No man becomes an impoſtor without har- 


ing ſome end to anſwer. Two principles are 


inconteſtible---for they are confirmed by uni- 
verſal obſervation, and experience the one, 
that we cannot act without a motive; and the 
other, that the force of every motive is de- 


rived from our innate love of happineſs. We 
naturally, neceſſarily, and invariably, ſeek 


felicity. An attachment to what we conſider 
as our intereſt, is conſtantly felt. This is 


always the centre of our deſires. Eradicate 


from the heart of man that love of happineſs 
which the Author of his nature has implanted, 


and you annihilate volition. 


The queſtion, then, returns, By what mo- 
tives were the apoſtles influenced By affec- 
tion to their Maſter? Did they regard him as 
a deceiver, *fuch affection could not animate 
their boſoms. BY the hope of worldly gain? 
| TROP 


* 
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They had no ſuch expectation. On the con- 
trary, they ſuffered, with joy, the loſs of all 
things. By the ambition of being at the head 
of a Sect? But they knew that infamy, and 

death, would be their portion. By the pro- 

ſpect of felicity in another world ? If they 
were impoſtors, they could indulge no. ex- 
pectation of happineſs, from a God who will 
not be mocked.---If they were not perſuaded 
of the truth of what they taught, we cannot 
aſſign the motives of their conduct : but, if | 
the love of truth had not been predominant in 
them, we can eaſily conceive many powerful 
© motives, which might have induced them to 
conceal the fact. How noble, then, their 
ſpirited language, We cannot but ſpeak - 
the things which we have ſeen, and Ree $6 
What ſhall we ſay, 


Fd 


Tramp, of their SUCCESS ? 1 . 


It is a fact, that the apoſtolic teſtimony 4 | 
tained credit. In Judea, Greece, Italy, and 
many other countries, vaſt numbers. of per- 
fons, of different ages, characters, and cir- 
cumſtances, profeſſed to believe it; ſo that, 
in a few years, a change was produced, in the 
moral and religious ſtate of ſociety, far more 
aſtoniſhing, all things conſidered, than any 
other revolution which hiſtory records. Ros 
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this- extraordinary revolution muſt have 2 
<auſe; What, then, is this cauſe? Shall we 
ſeek it in the charms of eloquence, in the 
attraction of riches, in the ſplendour of dig- 
nities; or in the influence of worldly power? 
No; for the cauſe we explore, operated withj- 
out even their concurring aid: what is more, 5 
it produced its effect in oppoſition to their 

united force. The belief of Chriſt's Reſurrec- 
tion, was the cauſe of the prevalence of his 

religion; and the demonſtration of the Spirit, 
was the cauſe of the belief of this fact. 

That the fact would not have obtained 
ſuch eredit, if it had not been well authen- 
ticated; we may infer from theſe two con- 
nm: 5 ä 


1. I. would _ been cake, in uhis caſe, to 
have proved it falſe ; 3 and there ꝛbere not want- 


ing powerful motives, to induce the enemies of 


the: Goſpel, to make the: moſt rigid inquiry. 
Tf the Jewiſh Magiſtrates had no benevo- 
Tenes to men, no attachment to their own 
law, nor any zeal for the honour of their 
nation, regard to their own reputation, would 
have ſtimulated them to exert every endea- 
vour, to prevent the propagation of a ftory 
which loaded them with infamy, as the mur- 
derers of THE LORD OF LIFE. Nor will it 
de denied, that * poſſeſſed every poſſible 
advan- 
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vital: for detecting the fraud if any 


fraud there had been. But what did they? 
Why, inſtead of bringing thoſe whom they 
affected to conſider as impaſters to a public 


trial, that their extraordinary ſtory might un- 


dergo a fair inveſtigation, they impriſon, they 
threaten, they command them te ſpeak. no 
more in the name of Jeſus. Would they, ia 
the firſt inſtance, have had recourſe to violent 


meaſures would they have adopted ſuch ab- | 
ſurd expedients—if- they could have. invalie. 


dated the apoſtolic teſtimony? 


But the public teſtimony which the Apoſe 


tles gave to the fact of which they were Wit- 


the grand Sanhedrim, but, alſo, to deſtroy 
the authority of Jewiſh: and Heathen Prieſts, 


to annihilate the ſuperſtitious regard paid to 


deified Emperors, to pour contempt: on the 


boaſted wiſdom of Philoſophers, and to ex- 


poſe the prejudices, the idolatry, and the 


fanaticiſm, of the people. Whitherſoever, 
_ Therefore, the Witneſſes directed their courſe, 
che miracles. they wrought, in atteſtation of 


the fact which they teftified, muſt-have un- 
dergone the ſevereſt ſcrutiny. This will 


more inn ear, if wre nn, . 


2. It was a a then 3 


and, 


2 to ofertain th truth of this fact; 
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and, circumſtanced as they were, we cannot 


| ſuppoſe that they would profeſs fab without 


previous. inquiry. 


Did the Witneſles affirm, in —_ of our 


Lord's Reſurrection, that he ſent his Holy 


Spirit to enable them to work miracles ? How 
natural the inquiry, Do they. work miracles ? 


Do they cauſe the blind to ſee, the lame to 


walk, the deaf to hear? Do they raiſe the 
dead? Did they declare, that they commu- 


nicated ſupernatural gifts to thoſe who. em- 
braced their doctrine? How could men, before 
they profeſſed to believe, avoid aſking, Is this 
a fat? Are there any proofs of ſuch commu- 


nication? If there were no evidence of theſe 


things, how could the Apoſtles impoſe upon 
their followers ? Or, by what means could 
they perſuade thouſands of Jews, and Gen- 
tiles, to enter into confederacy with them to 


cheat the reſt of the world ? 


That ſuch numbers of perſons, of all? "ag / 


ſcriptions, as compoſed the primitive churches, 


ſhould declare their belief of the Reſurrection ; 


of Chriſt, if they were not convinced of its 
reality, will appear highly improbable, if we 


conſider what .were then the conſequences of ; 


this profeſſion. A new religion, of which 


this great fact is the grand ſupport, was, ne- 

ceſſarily, embraced. —-This new religion, 

eſpouſed by thoſe who believed that Jeſus aroſe 
 Þ 2 from 
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culated, like the Jewiſh, to gratify the love 


of pomp; for its ſpiritual worſhip requires no 


magnificent temple, no coſtly ſacrifices, nor 
any ſplendid facerdotal robes. The religion 


of Chriſt does not, like ſome of the ancient 


Heathen religions, provide gratification for 
the ſenſes, by inftrumental muſic, rich per- 


fumes, and. grand proceſſions. Unlike the 
's religion of Mahomet, it promiſes no ſenſual 


pleaſures. No: for it declares, © all that is 
in the world, the luſt of the fleſh, and the 


luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 


of the Father, but is of the world s.“ It 


counteracts pride in all its forms. It morti- 
Hes the pride of birth, of riches, and of ſta- 
tion, by revealing God as no reſpecter of per- 


ſons, and by teaching, that no religious pre- 


rogative is attached to deſcent, that no ſupe- 
riority in the church is aſſociated with wealth, 


and that elevated rank confers no right to 
dominion over conſcience, - The pride of vir- 


tue it mortifies, by ſhewing, that, in point 
of acceptance * Gods all men are on a 
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| from the dead, is of a peculiar genius, adapted 
in no reſpect to captivate thoſe evil diſpoſi- 
tions which are predominant in the depraved 
heart. It has no charms for thoſe who mind 
only earthly things. This religion is not cal- 
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level; that as all have ſinned, all are equally 


at the diſpoſal of mercy ; and that all who are 


faved, are alike indebted to ſovereign grace, 
reigning through the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 
It mortifies the pride of genius, and of learn- 


ing, by requiring us to receive, on divine 
teſtimony, - what reaſon could not difcover, 
and what, though revealed, reaſon cannot 
fully comprehend. In a word, the religion 


of Chriſt mortifies the love of ſin, ſtrikes at 


the root of every evil paſſion, requires the 
exerciſe of ſelf-denial, and demands inceſſant 
watchfulneſs. It prohibits every vice, and 
inculcates every virtue. They who, in the 
apoſtolic age, embraced this religion, ſuffered 
perſecution. It appears, not only from the 
New Peſtament, but from other ancient 


monuments, that their profeſſion expoſed 
them,, without any worldly advantage, to the ; 
loſs of all thoſe: things which are naturally 


moſt dear to the heart of man, and to the 
danger of enduring what is moſt terrible to 


nature, reproach, impriſonment, and death. 


If, then, we deny the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
we muſt admit other miracles; for the preva- 
lence of his religion, without any evidence 
to ſupport it, and under circumſtances of the 


moſt inauſpicious genius, is as totally incom- 


patible with thoſe laws which govern the 
moral world, as the reſurrection of a dead 


man 
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man is with what are called the laws of na- 


ture. For it is abſolutely impoſlible to ac- 


count for the conduct of the primitive chriſ- 
tians, on thoſe principles which generally 


regulate human conduct, if Chriſt did not 
_ ariſe from the dead; but. if this fact be ad- 


mitted, thoſe difficulties, which would other- 
wiſe overwhelm the mind, entirely diſ- 


\ CHAPTER U. 
On the IMPORT f e era. 


Tur Reſurrrection of Chriſt, once eſta- 
bliſhed, ſupplies us with a new principle of 


reaſoning. It opens for us a new path plain, 
ſafe, and pleaſant—which leads to the diſ- 
covery of many capital truths. It affords firm 
ground for every ſtep we take in the inveſti- 
gation of religious ſentiments. For we ſet 
out in our enquiries, not from doubtful con- 
- jectures, not from any aſſumed hypotheſis, 
but from a certain fact —a fact, pregnant with 
conſequences of the moſt intereſting nature; 
for moſt of the doctrines we are required to 
believe, and of the duties we are commanded 
to practice, are ſo many inferences naturally 


2 from this one fact. On this rock, 
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againſt 1 which the gates of hell ſhall never 
prevail, reſts the whole ſyſtem of chriſtianity. 


For if Chriſt be not riſen, the preaching of 


the Apoſtles was vain; our faith is, there- 


fore, vain; we are yet in our ſins *. 


But, though reaſonings conducted on evi- 
dent facts are the moſt eaſy, the moſt clear, 
and the moſt concluſive, yet ſo liable are we 


to err, through the weakneſs of our intelleQs, 
the falſe medium through which we often be- 
Hold objects, the paſſions which frequently 
agitate us, and the prejudices we are apt 


to imbibe; that it becomes us to be diffident 
of ourſelves, and to examine the original 
Witneſſes of the Reſurrection that we may 
learn what were their ideas of the import of 


the fact which they teſtify. 


Now we find, from their writings, that 
they advance it in proof of the following.im- 
portant particulars That Feſus is the Mes- 
SIAH—that he is the Sox or Gop—that he 
hath finiſhed the work wHicn THE FA- 
THER GAVE HIM TO DO-—that there is a 
FUTURE STATE=---that he is LORD OF CON- 
SCIENCE-—and that he” wil JUDGE THE 
WORLD. 


9 . 


F IRST, T. be witneſſes 1 this Fact as a de- 
cifrve proof of THE MESSIASHIP OF CHRIST, 


> * | 
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| 4. 
The proper name of our Redeemer is 
FzsuUs®*, by which the Evangeliſts gene- 


| rally call him, his characteriſtic name is 

" CHRIST +—a Greek word anſwering to the 

U Hebrew term Meſſiab, ſignifying anointed. 

N The Apoftles preached that Jeſus is the 

1 Chriſt 1— that is, the Meſſiah, whom God had 

4 promiſed. The grand proof Which they ad- ö 

= duce, that on which they lay the greateſt | 
8 Afrrefs, is his reſurrection. See a ſpecimen of 0 

| Peter's reaſoning on this ſubject in the ſecond | 

of Acts. Paul, alſo, who was afterwards ; 

1 called to the Apoſtleſhip, adopts the ſame ar- i 

| eons in the n e of the ſame N 

( Now the Kang of chis ee will ap- 


pear, if we conſider three things; that in his 
reſurrection the divine power was illuſtriouſſy 
diſplayed---ancient oracles, reſpecting the Meſ- 
ſiah, were wonderfully accompliſhed--and that 
decifive teſt was given to which our Lord di- 
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8 rected the incredulous Jews in Jer of the di- 
\ vinity of his miſſion, 
6 I. In his Reſurrection the power of God 


| Was illuriouſly diſplayed. | 
| That power which controls the eſtabliſhed 


\ |  evurſe of nature muſt be divine, None but 
3 | he who formed the laws of the univerſe can 
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ſuſpend their operation. Omnipotence only 


could break the maſſy gates of death, and 
looſe the priſoner's bands. To raiſe the dead 
requires the exertion of an energy, with 


which no created being is endowed, This 


effect comes not within the ſphere of finite 
power. In this ſtupendous work which no 


fubordinate agent could perform, the power 


of Deity appears in full ſplendour. When 
ſneaking on this ſubject, the eapacious mind 


of Paul ſeems to labour in ſearch of terms 
ſufficiently expreſſive to convey his ſublime: 


ideas of that exceſſive grandeur of power, of 
that energy of the might of ſtrength, which. 
God diſplayed in raiſing Chriſt from the dead. 
He prayed for the Epheſians, that they might 


know © what, is the exceeding greatneſs: of 


his power to us ward who believe, according 
to the working of his mighty.power, which 


he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him 


from the dead x. 
Now it is natural to aſk, Would the Su: 
preme Being have exerted ſuch - unbounded 


power, in over-ruling the laws of nature, but 


for ſome great and good purpoſe? What, 
then is this purpoſe ? To give ſucgeſs 
to a deeeiver, by affxing to his. ſcheme 
the broad ſeal of * Heaven? That cannot be 
God will not authorize impoſture, by giving 
it the ſtamp. of truth. This we may fafely 
| * Eph. i. x9, 20. 2 
infer 


« 
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infer from the acknowledged rectitude, and 


benevolence, of the divine character. 


But if Jeſus be not the Meſſiah he was an 
ne, For this character he claimed. 
«© I know,“ faith the woman of Samaria, 
« that the Meſſiah cometh who is called 


Chriſt, when he is come he will tell us all 


things.” J,“ faith Jeſus, © that ſpeak unto 
thee, am he *,” For claiming this character 


he was perſecuted as an impoſtor. 
But, in his Reſurrection, he was juſtified 


from the charge of impoſture. A miracle is 


the voice of God. In this magnificent event 
the Author of Nature ſpeaks with commanding 
authority ; and what does he declare? He 
proclaims, in language which ignorance 
cannot eaſily miſtake, which ſophiſtry cannot 
ſucceſsfully evade, that Jeſus is, what he 


_ profeſſed to be, the Meſſiah. Thus the great 


tranſactions of the illuſtrious morning of his 


Reſurrection authenticated the divine miſſion 


of Jeſus, _ 


2. The reſurrectian from the dead i is, in the 
prophetic writings, one of the characteri ic 


marks of the Ae ah. 


The prophets ſpoke, not only of the ſuf- 
ferings of the Meſſiah, but alſo of the glory 


** ſhould follow +.” In all the pomp 


- John iv. 25, 6. 1 Peter i. 11. 
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32 oo THE IMPORT or 8 
of language they announced his triumphant 
reign. In the moſt glowing colors they 
deſcribed his victories. Of the immortality 
which was decreed him, of the increaſe of his 
empire, and of the perpetuity of his dominion,, 
they ſpeak in the moſt animated ſtyle. Their 
predictions, reſpecting the future glories of 
him, Who was to make his foul an offering 
for fin, who was to be cut off but not for 
aimfelf, who was to die with the wicked, 
and be buried with the rich, could not be 1 
realized, if the Meſſiah were not to riſe. The | 
ſpirit of prophecy, therefore, is the ee 
„öl his Reſurrection. 

5 The prophetic repreſentations of the ſuffers | 
ings of Chriſt, and of the glory that ſhould 
follow, are ſtrikingly exemplified in the hiſ- | 
tory of Jeſus, It is not neceſſary, therefore, 
to have recourſe to the fiction of two Meſſiahs, 
in order to reconcile apparent contradictions 
in the writings of the prophets. No: for 
though holy men, who ſpake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, were obliged to : 
« ſearch what the Spirit of Chriſt which was 
in them did ſignify *” in thoſe various predic- 

tions, his Reſurrection ſheds ſuch light upon 
them as to render their meaning eminently 
conſpicuous. Yes, this great fact, elucidates 
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CHE 187. RESURNECTION. - 33 
what was obſcure, obviates many difficulties, 


and perfectly harmonizes thoſe accounts which 
ſeemed to claſh. See how the Witneſſes rea- 
fon on this topic from expreſs prediction. 


The addreſs of Peter to the Jews requires no 


comment. Ye. men of Iſrael, hear theſe 


words ; Jeſus of Nazareth, a man approved 
of God among you by miracles and wonders 
and ſigns, which God did by him in the 
midſt of you, as ye yourſelves alſo know: 
Him, being delivered by the determinate coun- 


fel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and ſlain: 


whom God hath raiſed up, having looſed the 
pains of death; becauſe it was not poſſible 


that he ſhould be holden of it. For David 
ſpeaketh concerning him, I foreſaw the Lord 


always before my face, for he is on my right 


hand, that I ſhould not be moved: therefore 
did. my heart rejoice,. and my tongue was: 
glad; moreover alſo my fleſh ſhall reſt in 
hope, becauſe thou wilt not leave my foul in 


Hell, neither wilt thou. ſuffer thine. Holy 
One to, ſee corruption. Thou haſt made 


known to me the ways of life; thou ſhalt- 
make me full of joy with thy countenance. 
Men and brethren, let me freely ſpeak unto 
you of the patriarch David, that he is both 


dead and buried, and his ſepulchre is with us 
unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, 
Was” B 5 5 and 
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and 1 that God had ſworn with an 
oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, 
according to the fleth, he would raiſe up 
Chriſt to ſit on his throne; he ſeeing this 
before ſpake of the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
that his ſoul was not left in hell, neither his 


fleſh did ſee: corruption. This Jeſus hath 
God raiſed-up, whereof we all are witneſſes. 


Therefore being by the right hand of God 


exalted, and having received of the Father 


the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed 


forth this,, which, ye now: ſee and hear. For 
David is not aſcended into the ' heavens : but 
he faith, himſelf, The Loxp faid unto my 


Lord, Sit thou. on my right hand, until 1. 
make thy. foes thy footſtool, Therefore let 


all the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that 
God hath. made that ſame Jeſus, whom ye 


have crucified, both Lord and Chrift *.“ 
Equally explicit, nervous, and concluſive, is 


the addreſs of Paul. & We declare unto you 


glad tidings, how that the promiſe, which 
was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled 
the lame unto us their children, in that he 


hath raiſed up Jeſus again; as it is alſo writ- 
ten. in the ſecond pꝑſalm, Thou art my Son, 


this day have I begotten thee. And as con- 


eerning that he raiſed him up from che dead, 
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no no more to return to corruption, he'faid 
on this wiſe, I will give you the ſure mer- 
eies of David. Wherefore he ſaith alſo in 
another pſalm, Thou ſhak not ſuffer thine 


Holy One to ſee corruption. For David, 


after he had ſerved his own generation by the 
will of God, fell on ſleep, and was laid unto 


his fathers, and ſaw corruption: But he, whom 


_ God raiſed again, ſaw no corruption. Be it 
known unto you therefore, men and brethren, 


that through this man. is preached: unto you 


the forgiveneſs of ſins x. 942 bg 


2. This. is the A ve teſt to- which Cbrid 


2 directed thoſe incredulous Jews, who were not 
convinced of his true character, by the excel- 
lence of his doctrine, the holineſs of his life, 
the ſplendour of his miracles, and the exact 


fulfilment of many ſtriking en in his 
perſon, and hiſtory. 


The captious Jews teins Cana upon 


figns, and prodigies upon prodigies. Chriſt 
confined himſelf to, one as deciſive. When 


c certain of the: Scribes,. and Phariſees, ſaid, 


Maſter we would ſee a ſign of thee, he an- 
ſwered and ſaid: unto them, An evil and adul- 


terous generation ſeeketh aſter a. ſign, and 


there ſhall- be no ſign given to it, but the 
fen of the — Jonas. For — 1 Was 


* AQs xili. 32—39. | 
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three "IM and three nights in the whale's 


belly, ſo, —reckoning a part for the whole, 
by an eaſy figure of ſpeech, familiar with the 
Jews ſhall the Son of man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth *.“ 
— When Jeſus had purged the temple, the 
Jews faid unto him, What ſign ſheweſt 


thou unto us ſeeing thou doeſt theſe things? 


Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them,” —-laying 


his hand upon his breaſt, or uſing ſome other 


ſignificant action, ( Deſtroy this temple and 


in three days I will raiſe it up.” He ſpake of 


the temple of his body +, in which the ful- 


nefs of the Godhead dwelt, and of which the 


ancient reſidence of che Shechinah Was 2 


Now this fign;—of which Jeſus often ſpake 


to his Diſciples in plain terms, faying that 


* he ſhould rife from the dead on the third 


day $,”-—has been accompliſhed. We fee the 
antitype of Jonas. We behold, re-edified, a 

temple far more glorious than Solomon's. On 
the third day Chrift burſt aſunder the bonds 
of death, and aroſe from the tomb. Then : 


there is no room to doubt of his being the 


Miefah, fince this truth is eſtabliſhed on ſuch 


ſhining evidence. The n incretulous of 


* Matt. xii. 38 40. + John i ile 18— 22. 
1 Matt. *. 63 -u. 2 1.-XVii. — xx. 19, &c. 
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his enemies, treating him with cruel inſult + | 


in the midſt of his bitter ſufferings, dared him 


to deſcend from the croſs, and they would: 


believe * : but how much ſtronger ground had 
they for their faith to reſt-on when he came, 


not from the croſs, but from the grave? 


Of the three arguments arifing out of the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt in favour of his 
Meſſiahſhip, the firſt addreſſes itſelf to the 
reaſon of every man; the ſecond is a-forcible 


appeal to the Jews, who admit the divine in- 


ſpiration of their own prophecies ; and the laſt 
poſſeſſed peculiar ſtrength in regard to thoſe 


who attended our Lord's perſonal miniſtry. 


Srcowniy” The Witneſſes advance this 


fact as an evidence of CHRIST BEING THE 


SON OF GOD, 
| Remarkable on this ſubjec i is the language 


of Paul. Chriſt was made of the feed of 


David according to the fleſh, and declared to 
be the Son of God with power according to 


the Spirit of Holineſs by the Reſurrection from 
the dead 4.” Here, as in ſome other places, 
the two natures of Chrift are contraſted. 


$6; According to the fleſh,” or in reference to 
his humanity, he was © of the ſeed of David,” 


but with reſpect to his ſuperior nature, de- 


Matt. xxvil. 39:==43s . Rom. i. 3, 4 


nominated 
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38 oo TRE IMPORT OF 3 
nominated © the Spirit of Holineſs,” his Re- 
ſurrection declared him to be divine. His 


Reſurrection did not conſtitute him the Son 


of God, but exhibited his true character, by 
declaring him to be what he always was. 
Here three particulars muſt be noticed. 
. He was Put to e on the charge * | 
BLASPREMY. 225 
When the Jews took up ſtones to caſt at 
him, they ſaid, “for a good work we ſtone 
thee not, but for blaſphemy *.“ On his 
trial, before the Sanhedrim, the High Prieſt, 
who preſided in his examination, precipf- 


tately exclaimed, in a manner calculated: 
unduly to influence the votes of the other 


members, He hath ſpoken blaſphemy. What 


further need have we of witneſſes? Behold 


now ye have heard his blaſphemy. What 


think ye? They anſwered and ſaid, he is 


demned on the charge of blaſphemy, is, then, 


2 fact which will not be controverted. 


2. The Plaſpbemy with which. he-was charge4 
was ſaid by his. accuſers to conſiſt in calling him- 
felf THE SON 0F GOD. This alſo is a fact 


which no one will * 


* 


® John x. 33 f Matt. xxvi, 65, 66. 


Blaſ- 


CHRIST'S RESURRECTION. 30 
- Btaſphemy conſiſts either in denying the 


divine attributes, or in arrogating them to 


oneſelf.” With blaſphemy in the firſt ſenſe 
the enemies of Jeſus did not charge him. 
They did not accuſe him of repreſenting the 
Deity as mutable or dependant, as impure or 
unkind, as defective in his knowledge or 
bounded in his power. When ſpeaking of 
his Father, he ufed what may be called a filial 


language —a language full of reſpect, of vene- 


ration, and of delight. He communicated the 
moſt refined and ſublime ideas of his character. 
His natural attributes, and his moral excellen- 

cies, he preſented in the. moſt ſtriking, andz 
at the ſame time, the moſt lovely point of 


view. The awful glories of his holineſs, and 


the milder W of his nen he nn, 
diſplayed. | 
Under what eco FRE aid the An 


2 Jeſus of blaſphemy ?- Under what pre- 


tence did Caiaphas, the High Prieſt, exhibit 


againſt him the odious charge? Under what 
pretence did the members of the Sanhedrim 


acquieſce in his deciſion.? The anſwer is ob- 
vious. It was upon the ſecond ſort of blaf- 
phemy that their charges were grounded. 
They pretended, not that he denied the divine 
attributes, but that he arrogated them to him- 


ſelf, by declaring himſelf the Son of God; 


and that, i in aſuming this auguſt, title, ang re- 


aniring | 
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quiring men to © honour the Son even as 

they honour the Father, ** he made himſelf 
equal with God. This fact is clearly ſtated. 
When Jeſus ſaid, I and my Father are 
one,” 'the Jews took up ſtones to caſt at him, 


_ faying, . For a good work we ſtone thee not, 
but for blaſphemy, and becauſe that thou, 
being a man, makeſt thyſelf God +.” On ano- 
ther occaſion, © the Jews ſought to kill him, 


becauſe he ſaid, that God was his Father, 
making himſelf equal with God t.“ © I ad- 


jure thee by the living God,“. ſaid the High 
Prieft, © that thou tell me, Whether thou be 


the Chriſt, the Son of God. Jeſus anſwered, 
Thou haſt faid &” Hence his Judges con- 
cluded that other witneſſes were unneceſſary, 


as they had heard his blaſphemy. The Pre- 
ſident of the Sanhedrim could not conceal his 
malignant pleaſure under the veil of affected 


horror, at the pretended infult offered to the 
Deity. He rent his clothes, not his pontifical 


garments, which the law prohibited, but his. 
common veſtments, as was cuſtomary at the 


hearing of blaſphemy. Thus the officers of 


Hezekiab, when they heard the blaſphemous 


words of Rabſnakeh, rent their clothes g. 
The enemies of Jeſus, on his explicitly de- 


r EN + | - "WITS 
I Jchn v. 18. Matt. xxvi. 63, 64. 
J 2 K'ngs l. 37. Re ie e 
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glaring himſelf the Son of God, inferred that 
he was worthy of death. But, on account of - 
their then ſubjection to the Roman govern- 
ment, -they ſaid, they could not put him to 
death *; and, therefore, they exhibited a 
charge 27 him at the bar of Pilate, a 
Roman Governor. We have a law,” ſay. 
they, „and by our law he ought to die, be- 
cauſe he made himſelf the Son of God F-. 
The law is expreſs, He that blaiphemeth 
the name of the Lord, ſhall n be Ac to 
death t. 


* In bis 8 hs SPIRIT A 94 
| he was raiſed VINDICATED him from the 
I of blaſphemy, under which he died. 


God manifeſt in the fleſh, was jaſtified ia in 
the ſpirit F. 1 he controverſy which had ſub- 
ſiſted between him and his enemies, was ter- 
minated in his favor. The divine Father in- 
terpoſed; and, by a ſplendid miracle, declared 
him to be, in the moſt ſublime ſenſe, his Son. 
Is it conceivable that God would have raiſed 
him from the dead to a glorious life, if he had 
impiouſly aſſumed the exalted character of the 
Son of God, and. thus arrogated to himſelf 
divine honors? We cannot ſuppoſe it. Chriſt, 
then, is the Son of God. Thus, though he 


8 John xviii. 31. ety John xix. 7. 
T Levit? xxiv, 16. $ Tim. iii. 16. 


ſet 
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ſet like the ſun under a dark os. be aroſe, 
ke the luminary of heaven in full glory. 
His Reſurrection rolls away his reproach, and 
illuſtrates his ſupreme perſonal dignity, by 
ſhewing, that, in a ſenſe peculiar to himſelf, 
he is the Son of the Bleſſed, his .own Son, his 
beloved Son, his Son in truth, and his only be- 
gatten Son *. - 

It is not in virtue a” his office that this. 
ſublime appellation is beſtowed on him. For 
as Mediator he acted in a ſubordinate capacity, 
and ſuſtained the humble character of a ſer- 
vant ; but, in the language of Scripture, Son 
and Servant are terms of oppoſition. The 
| houſholder having ſent his ſervants, at laſt 
ſent his ſon +. Moſes was faithful as a ſervant, 
Chriſt as a Son f. Angels are miniſtering 
ſpirits, but Chriſt is the Son, to whom the 
Father ſaith, Thy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever 5. The author of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews employs the term Son in a 
manner that naturally leads to the concluſion, 
that Jeſus was a Son before he was ſet up 
from everlaſting as a ſervant; and that in 
aſſuming the character of a ſervant, he diſ- 
Ne the moſt aſtoniſhing Weben and 


"> Mark. xiv. 61. Rom. \ viii. 32. Matt, iii. 17. 2 Jobn 3 | 
John iii. 16. | 
+ Matt. xxi. 36, 37. 
{ Hl. b. iii, 5, 6. 9 Chap. i. 5, 8, hs, 


cunisre RESURRECT tor. 43 
the richeſt grace. Laugh he were a son, 
yet learned he obedience *. | Subſtitute the 
term ſervant for Son, and the ſpirit of the 
paſſage evaporates. The ſenſe of it is gone. The 
language is unworthy, I will not ſay merely 
of an inſpired Apoſtle it is unworthy the 
pupil of Gamaliel : it is unworthy a man of 
common intellects. No one who is ac- 
quainted, in the ſmalleſt degree, with pro- 
priety of ſpeech, Would ſay, Though he were a 
ſervant, yet learned he obedience. But if 
Chriſt were a creature, though ſuperior in the 
rank of finite beings to Gabriel, the character 
of ſervant would, in virtue of his derived and 
dependant nature, neceſſarily belong to him; 
Yes, an archangel of the ſublimeſt genius, of 
the higheſt dignity, of the moſt extenſive 
power, is a ſervant of God: but Chriſt is the 
Son, in a ſenſe in which no created n can 
be ſo denominated. Fe 

The Apoſtle Thomas. Gerad: to enter into 
4 ſpirit of this truth, when, on-ſeeing Jeſus 
after his Reſurrection, he exclaimed, © M 
Lok, AND MY GoD+!” For this is to 
be conſidered not merely as the language of a 
mind fully convinced of the great fact, and 
agitated by ſtrong paſſions, —ſuch as love, joy, 
gratitude, admiration of an unexpected and 


„ „Hb. v. 3. l John xz. 26 © | 
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extraordinary. event, and ſhame for having 
diſbelieved his Maſter, diſhonoured his Bre- 
thren, and laid down an unreaſonable prin- 
ciple as the baſis of his faith; it is, alſo, to be 
regarded as an animating declaration of his 
ſentiments. reſpecting the eſſential and ſu- 


preme dignity of his riſen Maſter. _ Lord, | 
and my GOD |. : 


Tux pr; The witneſſes repreſent this fact 
as a glorious proof of the EFFICACY OF 
CHRIST s WORK, | | 
Here we muſt * ck his 3 
was-—when it was finiſhed---and how the 


Reſurrection of Chriſt proves that his Fork. 
was finiſhed. _ 


bat duns the work 3 the Father | 
Eu him to do? The Goſpel replies, he 
came into the world to fave ſinners. This is 
a faithful faying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Chriſt came into the world to fave 
ſinners, He came to ſeek and to ſave that 


Which was loſt. God ſo loved the world that 
de gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 


believeth in him. might not periſh but have 
everlaſting life. For he ſent not his Son into. 
the world, to condemn the world, but that 
the world through him might be faved *.“ 


* x Tim. i, 25. Luke als. LO, Joha iii, 16, 17. 


2. Iles 


_ CHRIST'S' RESURRECTION, 45 
2 When was this work finiſped? When he 
died on the croſs. By making himſelf a ſacri- 
tice for fin, his gracious undertaking was 
compleated. On this ſubject the language of 
the Bible is remarkably explicit and nervous. 
CHRIST DIED FOR Us. © He died for 
our fins,” ſays St. Paul, „ according to the 
Scriptures ; intimating that this is one of the 
leading doctrines of Scripture, . “ While we 
were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us *.“ 
HE EgnDURED THE PUNISHMENT 
WHICH WE DESERVED. © Surely he hath 
borne our griefs, and carried our ſorrows.-— 
He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he 
was bruiſed for our iniquities: the chaſtiſe- 
ment of our peace was upon him, and with 
his ſtripes we are healed. All we like ſheep 
have gone aſtray: we have turned every one 
to his own way, and the Lok p hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all.— He who knew no 
fin, was made ſin for us.--He ſuffered, the 
Juſt for the unjuſt 4.” | 
Ovr SALVATION 18 REPRESENTED AS 
THE EFFECT OF HIS DEATH, Are our 
iniquities pardoned? “We have redemption 
through his blood, even -the forgiveneſs of 
fins.” Are we juſtified ? “His blood cleanſeth 


p * 1 Cor. XV. 3. Rom. v. 8. ; 
+ Ital. Ini. 4, 5, 6. 2. Cor. v. 21. 1 Peter iii. 18. 
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us from all fin.” Are we ſanctified? He 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 


peculiar people, zealous of good works.” Are 
we reconciled unto God? It is “ by the death 


of his ſon.“ Have we acceſs to God? « We 


are made nigh by the blood of Chrift.” Do 


we rejoice in God? It is © through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have received the 


atonement.” Is the fting of death taken 
away? „Through his death he deſtroyed 


him that had the power of death.” Shall we 
be happy in Heaven? We ſhall gratefully at- 
tribute our felicity “ to him who hath waſhed 


us from our fins in his own blood &.“ 
THE DEATH Or cHRISTH 18 THE SUB- 


STANCE OF THE. ANCIENT JEWISH SA- 


CRIFICES, They were “ ſhadows of good 


things to come; the body is of Chriſt. He 
is the true Lamb of God that taketh away 


the ſin of the world.---Chrift our Paſſover is 
facrificed for us. His one ſacrifice takes away 
fin, purifies the conſcience of the believer 
from dead works, and- perfects for ever them 


that are * 1 


| | * Eph. b 7- «dw i 7. Tit. ii. 14, Rom. v. 10. 


Heb. ii. 14, 15. Rev. i. 5. 
T Heb. x. 1. Col. li. 17. John i. ag. 1 Cor. v. 7. 
4 Heb. ix. 26, 14—X. 13. Lo 


„ | 5 Tuzs 


CHRIST'S RESURRECTION, 47 


Tris ACCOUNT OF THE NATURE of 
HIS DEATH ILLUSTRATES THE HISTORY 
DF HIS SUFFERINGS. If Chriſt died as a 


mattyr only, or to ſeal the truth of his doc- 


trine, or to ſet us an example of patience and 
reſignation, of fortitude and benevolence, how 
can we account for the horrors of his ſou} ? 
No one ever had more reaſon to die with 
frmnes. His ſubmiſſion. to God, who re- 
quired his death, and his love to men, who, 
in any view, would be benefited by it, were 
perfect. His confidence in the goodneſs of 
his cauſe was unſhaken. His conſciouſneſs of 
the innocence of his life could not be dif 
turbed. The proſpect, of a future ſtate of im- 


mortality, opened to his view, was truly glo- 


rious. He anticipated the happineſs he was 


going to enjoy, and the dignity to which he 
would be ſoon raiſed. Yet, with all theſe . 


cauſes of firmneſs, which in a mere martyr 
might have produced heroic fortitude, and 
extatic joy, “ his ſoul was ſorrowful-—ex- 
ceeding  forrowful---—forrowful even unto 
death 4.“ Such was the agony he felt, that 
« he ſweat as it were great drops of blood, 


: falling to the earth +.” With ſtrong crying 


and tears t, he thrice prayed that the cup, the 
bitter cup, might pafs from him §; and, on 


* 


| * Matt. rn 28. 


+ Luke xxil. 44. 
* 1. Heb. v. 7. 


S Matt, xxvi. 44. 
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the croſs, in all the depth of woe, he ex- 
claimed, in language that muſt rend the heart 
of ſenſibility, « My GOD, MY GOD, WHY 
HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME *?” If he died 
as a martyr only, upon what principles can 


we account for the horrors he endured ? But 
if, as we have ſeen, his ſoul was made a ſacri- 
Hee for ſin, the reaſon is evident. Now, 


3. His Reſurrection from the dead is the 


bright evidence which God has given us of the 


perfection and efficacy of his work. 
If God had not raiſed up his Son, Jeſus 


could not have delivered from the wrath to 


come ; remiſſion of ſins could not be preached 
in his name ; nor could the juſtification of 
the ungodly be effected d. Bleſſed, therefore, 
be his glorious name for ever, becauſe, as he 
was delivered for our offences, ſo he was 
raiſed again for our juſtification. Well, then, 
might tl. Apoſtle exclaim, in the language of 


| kunt faith, Who is he that con- 
demneth? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather 


that is RISEN AGAIN.” His Reſurrection 


proves that he finiſhed tranſgreſſion, made an 


end of ſin, and brought in an everlaſting righte- 

ouſneſs ; that iniquity is expiated, that the 
„Matt. xxvii. 46 41 Theſf. i. 10. l 
1 Luke xxiv. 46, 47. S Rom. iv. 25. 
Rom. vili. 34. 


* 


li 


a CHRIST'S RESURRECTION. 49 
demands of the law are anſwered, that divine 


Juſtice is fully ſatisfied, _ that death hath 6 


more dominion. 

Atonement was made by our nd High 
Prieſt on the croſs: but his death, uncon- 
nected with his Reſurrection, could not have 
ſatisfied us. If he had not ariſen, the hopes 
ef his diſciples would have been for ever 
buried in his tomb. For it is his Reſurrec- 
tion which ſhows that God is well pleaſed 


with him for his righteouſneſs ſake. Hence 
«the God Or PEACE #” is ſaid to have. 


ce brought again from the dead the great Shep- 


herd of the ſheep, through the blood of the 


everlaſting covenant.” In dying, Jeſus ſatis- 
fied every demand; and in riſing again, he 
received his acquittal. He was releaſed from 


the priſon of the grave, as by public adjudica- 


tion. When juſtice ceaſes to puniſh, it is 
fatisfied. Juſtice, provoked by our rebellious 
conduct, inflicted death upon him, under the 
charge of our fins which he took upon him- 
ſelf; juſtice, appeaſed by his one offering, 
reſtored him to life. His death, therefore, 


pleaſed God; and his ReſurreRion, by ex 


preſſing the good pleaſure of the Father of 
mercies, aſſures men of the perfection and 
efficacy of the Saviour's workx. 
* Heb, zl. 10. 
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e “ God having raiſed up his Son 
| Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs us #.--It behoved 
Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead the * 
third day, that repentance and remiſſion of 
{ins might be preached in his name among all 
nations +.” Agreeable to this is the language 
of Paul, when addrefling the Jews- at An- 
tioch, << We declare unto you glad tidings, 
how that the promiſe which was made unto 
the Fathers, God hath fulfilled unto us their, 43 
| children, in that he hath raiſed up Jeſus again 
he it known unto you, therefore, Men and 
Brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveneſs of fins; and by him 
all that believe are juſtified from all things |.” 
Chriſt finiſhed the work of redemption, be- 
fore he was exalted to beſtow its bleflings. 
His ReſurreQion, therefore, is the grand 
proof of the completeneſs of his work. 
This will, perhaps, more fully appear, if 
we conſider, that his Reſurrection was the (+ 
firſt link in the chain of his exaltation. He 
s raiſed to glory. Now it is natural to in- 


4 fer, that he finiſned his work before he re- 
4 ceꝛived his reward. Having been obedient 
= unto death, God hath guy exalted him g.“ Po 
i Acts iii. 26. . + Luke xxiv. 46 47+ 

0 | 2 Acts xiii. 32, 33, 38, 39. 55 Phil. ii. 8, 9. 
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CHRIST'S RESURRECTION. 51 
Once more: In his Reſurrection he triumph- 
ed over his enemies. It is natural, therefore, 
to conclude, that he conquered them in the 
field of battle. Yes, he hath gained the vic- 


tory. Sin, death, and hell, lie vanquiſhed at 8 
the foet of the croſs. In his Reſurrection he 


_ triumphed over them. When he aroſe © he 
led captivity captive, and received gifts for 
men *. In alluſion to the honors of a 
triumph, which were granted to Roman Ge- 


nerals after ſplendid victories, Paul ſays, that 5 


Chriſt, “ having ſpoiled principalities and 
powers, made a ſhow of them openly, 
triumphing over them . Who is this that 


cometh from the tomb?“ this that is glori- 


ous in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs 
of his ſtrength?” It is he who is © mighty 
to ſave. He hath trodden the wine-preſs 
alone, and of the people there was none with 
him .“ With the blood of the ſlain he hath 
| tained his garment; and now, as an illuf- 


trious conqueror, he meets the morning of 


the Reſurrection, and ariſes victoriouſly from 
the tomb. He returns with bleſſings from 
the world of ſpirits. He brings Salvation for 
tle ſons of men. Never before did the re- 
volving ſun uſher in a day fo glorious. © It 


* Pſ-laviil. 18, Eph. ir. . + Colliers. 
+ Ifai, iii. x, 3. 
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52. N THE IMPORT OF. 
was the Jubilee of the univerſe * . c The 
morning ſtars ſang together, and all the ſons 
of God ſhouted for joey.” Fhe Father of 
mercies, well pleaſed, looked down from his 
. throne in the Heavens. With complacency | 
he beheld the world reſtored. “ He ſaw his 
work that it was good.“ Then did the 
deſerts rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe, and the 
whole face of nature was gladdened. 
Here, then, we ſee the power of: Chriſt's 

Reſurrection; and hence we infer that it is 
rational to hope for life, for eternal life, from 
| him who died on the tree, ſeeing he'roſe again. 
The Salvation which he accompliſhed by his 
labors and fufferings, is eternal in its duration. 
He © obained eternal redemption for us od 
This leads us to remark, that, 


. The Wi tneſſes fate this » fun 
an proof of a FUTURE STATE, 


See how Paul * on this ſubject in the 
Ffteenth chapter t of his firſt Epiſtle to the . 
Corinthians. If Chriſt be preached that he 
roſe from the dead, how fay ſome among you, 

that there is no reſurrection of the dead? But 
if there be no reſurrection of the dead, then 


* Dr. b s Sermon, On the ap 1 of Feſus, 
in the Ath Vol. of TA Seotch Preaober. 


+ Heb. ix. 12. 1 Ver. 12—22. 


as 


CHRIST'S RESURRECTION. 33 
is Chriſt not riſen. And if Chriſt be not 
ziſen, then is our preaching vain,. and your 
faith is alſo vain. Yea, and we are found 
falſe witneſſes of God; becauſe we have teſti- 


fed of God, that he raiſed up Chriſt : whom 


he raiſed not up, if ſo be that the dead riſe 
not. For if the dead riſe not, then is not 
Chriſt raiſed : and if Chriſt be not raiſed, 
' your faith is vain; ye are yet in your fins, 
Then they alſo who have fallen aſleep in 
Chriſt, are periſhed : If in this life only we 


have hope in Chriſt, we are of all men moſt | 


miſerable. But now is Chriſt riſen from the 
dead, and become the firſt fruits of them that 
 flept. For ſince by man came death, by man 
came alſo the reſurrection of the dead. For 
as in Adam all die, even ſo 1 in Chriſt ſhall all 
be made alive.” 

This intereſting an . unaſiſted 
b y divine Revelation, could not authoritatively 
teach. When we reflect, indeed, on the 


nature of man, on the preſent eonſtitution of 
things, and on the attributes of Deity, the 


doctrine of a future ſtate ſeems highly prob- 
able. On earth, the ſoul of man, which ap- 


pears capable of endleſs improvement, wants 


cope for exertion. Splendid talents, demand- 


ing an unbounded theatre of action, are often 


buried in obſcurity. The heart finds no ob- 
* that can fully ſatisfy its vaſt deſires. It 
3 | feels 
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feels a reſtleſſneſs which nothing here can fix. 


It pants for an infinite good. It longs after 
immortality, At the bare apprehenſion of 


falling into naught, it trembles. Man, con- 
ſidered as a mere mortal, ſeems to have been 
made in vain. The preſent ſtate of things 


corrciponds not with his progreſſive reaſon, 


and his unbounded wiſhes. - Nothing, here, 


realizes thoſe ſublime expectations, which his 
intellectual and moral nature permits us to 
indulge, In this world there does not appear 
that proportion between ſin and miſery, on 


the one hand, and holineſs and happineſs on 
the other, which, from the Divine character, 


implying moral government, we might rea- 


ſonably expect, were there no future ſtate. 


Society, here, is not ſo aſſorted, as chat per- 


ſons of congenial minds may always derive 


fulneſs of pleaſure from friendly intercourſe, 
thought meeting thought, and will pre- 
venting will, with boundleſs confidence. 
Hence, and from other conſiderations of a 
ſimilar nature, we infer the probability of a 
future ſtate. - But ſimple probabilities, where 


the prolongation of our being is the object. 
of inquiry, cannot afford ſatis faction. We 


want certainty. 


Thoſe to whom we are united by the cords 
of friendſhip and the ties of nature, bid us 


Farewel, and return no more. They die, 
| and 


| CHRIST'S RESURRECTION. 55 
and bring no tidings of their deſtiny, When 
we follow to the ſilent grave, the cold re- 


mains of a friend, a brother, a parent, or 4 


child, how natural the inquiry, „If a man 
die, ſhall he live again?“ When we antici- 
pate our own death, were reaſon our only guide, 
with what anxious and heſitating expectation 


ſhould we look towards the land of night? 
The hopes of nature, however ſtrong they 


may appear when no danger threatens, are 
abundantly too feeble to ſupport the Iaboring 
mind, finking under the weight of mortality. 

Under theſe diſtreſſing circumſtances, Whiz 


ther ſhall we flee for tupport ? The ray 
which the light of human wiſdom darts, Is 
too faint to penetrate, to enlighten, to ani- 


mate, the mind, hovering over the grave. 


Without the cheering beams of revelation, 
we are like blind men feeling for their way. 


Thus it was with the moſt celebrated Philo- 
ſophers of Greece and Rome. Now, if the 
wiſe could not ſucceed, what could the igno- 
rant do? If the aged were at a loſs, what 
muſt have been the condition of the young? 
If men of leifure-couid make no progreſs in 
theſe purſuits, what could be expected from 


| thoſ® who procure their daily bread by hard 
labor? 


The beſt informed among Fr 8 


5 way had ſome vague notion of a future ſtate, 


c 4 | never 
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Never, W that the body would riſe again. 


Let, as the body is one of the conſtituent 


parts of man, ſolicitude reſpecting its deſtina- 
tion is by no means unreaſonable. But ſo 
little did the doctrine of the reſurrection enter 
wto their moſt improved coneeptions,. that, 
When at Athens, the very ſeat of ſcience, 
Paul preached JIESsus and the RESURREC= 
TION, the Philoſophers ſaid, * He: ſeemeth 
to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange gods *. They, 
ſuppoſed that the ſecond term was, like the 
firſt, the name of a new Divinity, called 


Anaſtaſis, 
The inſuffcieney of reaſon ſhould Aden 


| us gratefully. to acknowledge the obligations 


we are under for divine revelation, which 
teaches us all that is neceſſary to be known 
on this important article, Let us, then, ſay 
with Peter, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? 


Thou haſt the. words of ETERNAL LIFE +,” 
That there is a future Rate, that men will 


ariſe from the dead, and that they will exiſt 
for ever,---Jeſus Chriſt taught his Diſciples, 
To be convinced that he inculcated theſe. 
truths, we have only to read the book n 
contains his religion. 
. Fhe doctrine of a life to come, in the 95 
tem of revealed religion, is to be regarded not 


Ads xvii. 18, . + Johp vi. 68, 


of conſcience, to gain a world? Becauſe the 


: CHRIST'S RESURRECTION. 57 


as an uneſſential point, incidentally intros _ 


duced, 'but as. an article of prime importanee; 
interwoven with every part, and conſtituting 


the perfection of the whole. Loſe fight of 
this doctrine, and the leading facts of the 


New Teſtament will be involved in myſteri- 
ous darkneſs, for hence their luſtre is de- 
rived. Without this, the threatenings will 
ſtrike no terror, the promiſes will impart no 
comfort, the precepts will poſſeſs no force 
the ſtrength of the ſyſtem is gone, its beauty 


is marred, its connecting principle is broken, 


its importance is annihilated; for the whole 
ſyſtem proceeds on the ground of a future 
ſtate Ex. Why had Chriſt, the Lord of the 


Univerſe, a ſtable for his palace; and a manger 


for his cradle? Becauſe his kingdom is not of 
this world. Now this ſuppoſes a future ſtate. 
Why ſhould we not fear tyrants, who may 
confine us in dark dungeons, ſtretch us on 


the rack, or cauſe us to expire on a croſs? 
Becauſe, though they may kill the body, they 


cannot deſtroy the ſoul. Now this ſuppoſes 


its immortality, Why ſhould we conſider 


ourſelves as loſers, were we, at the expence 


1 


loſs of the ſoul nothing can indemnify. This 
fuppoſes immortality, Why were not the 
primitive chriſtians the moſt miſerable of 


* See Saunrn' s Sermons. Tome 1. Ser, vn. Sur be 
Feger: de la mert. 
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mankind ? Becauſe their hope in Chriſt 
was not confined within the boundaries 
of time. On earth, the ſtate-of believers 
correſponds not with their ſublime privi- 
leges, as redeemed with the precious blood 
of Chriſt, and adopted into the family 
of heaven. Now this ſuppoſes a world to 
come.—-Purſue the inquiry, and you will ſee 


that this doctrine is eſſential to the ſtrength, 


to the beauty, and to the perfection of the 


chriſtian ſyſtem. 


Now, of this important FI the 


Reſurrection of Chriſt is the grand proof. 


Nor is it merely a proof, but a ſtriking ex- 


emplification of the doctrine. Chriſt has paſſed 


through the fire without being conſumed. He 
deſcended into the grave, but the grave re- 
ſtored him to life. Thoſe inſatiable dens, 
which never ſay, We have enough, opened to 
give him liberty. Do you not feel the force 
of this argument? Chriſt aroſe from the dead 
to authenticate a ſyitem of which the immor- 


tality of man is the baſis; then there is no 


of thole who believe the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, this doctrine is placed beyond the 
reach of controverſy, Chriſt demonſtrated 


it to the ſenſes of his Apoſtles, who were the 


choſen Witneſſes of the momentous fact. By 


raiſing himſelf, he gave at once a proof, and 


a ſpecimen, of the great doctrine which he 
5 | 7 = as 


2 
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bad previouſly taught. Do you diſregard his 
| teſtimony ? If one were to ariſe from the 
dead, would you believe? then, come, ſee 
the place where the Lord lay, What will you 
ſay to fo plain a fact? By burſting the bands 
of death, he hath ſhewn himſelf to be the 
Reſurrection and the Life. He has proved 


that he can fave others from the diſhonors of 


the grave, as he has ſaved himſelf, His Re- 
ſurrection is repreſented by the Witneſſes as 


the PROOF, the CAUSE, and the PATTERN 
of ours *. 


"Pawrazs, T he 2 tneſſes 1 1 ue 


as proof that IEsus CHRIST 15 THE Lok p 
OF CONSCIENCE, THE HEAD oF THE 


CHURCH, THE KiNG wHoM GoD HATH: 


SEATED ON THE HILL OF Z1ON. 


The mediatorial kingdom of the Son of s 
God, is founded in his voluntary humiliation. 


Becauſe he humbled himſelf, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
croſs, God hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every 


name: That at the name of Jeſus every knee 


ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; and 
chat every tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus 
Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa- 
ther .. To this end Chriſt both died, and 


1er. x9. 20, 22. Phil. i. 21. + Phil. B. $---11, 
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roſe, - and revived, that he might be Lotd 
both of the dead and living * 3? that « they 
which live, ſhould. not henceforth live unto 


themſelves, but unto him who died for them, 


and. roſe again+.” When Peter, on the 
memorable day of Pentecoft, bore teſtimony 


to the Reſurrection of Chriſt, he thus ad- 


dreſſed the Jews, Therefore let all the 


| houſe. of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God 


hath made that ſame Jeſus whom ye have 
crucified, both LoR PD and Chriſt 4.“ 
One of the charges exhibited againſt Jeſus, 


| when he flood a priſoner at the bar of Pilate,, 


was, that he made himſelf. a king. The- 


multitude began to. accuſe him, ſaying, We 


have found this fellow perverting the nation, 
ſtirring up the people, and forbidding to give 


tribute to Ceſar, ſaying, that he himſelf is 


Chriſt a king §.“—Pilate aſked. him, « Art 
thou the king of the Jews? and Jeſus an- 


fwered, Thou ſayeſt that I am—a king; but. 


my kingdom is ngt of this world |.” 

Chriſt is a ſpifitual monarch ;---not ſuch a 
ig as the Jews vainly expected. In 
the perſon of Meſſiah, they looked for a tem- 
poral prince, adorned with worldly ſplendor, 
and attended with numerous armies. They 
fuppoſed that the wig of Iſrael would aſſert 


5 Rom, x xiv. 9. 2 2 Cor. v. I 
1 Acts 11. 36. " & Luke xxlii. 2, 3, 5. 


John xvii. 36, 37» . 
their 


7 ' 
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their civil rights, redreſs their political 
grievances, and reſcue them from their igno- 
minious ſubjection to. the throne of Ceſar. 


They thought he would command their hoſts, 
fight their battles, conquer their enemies, and 


introduce the fifth. general monarchy. But 


the humiliating circumſtances of the birth of 


Chriſt, the poverty of his life, and the mean- 


neſs of his followers, blaſted: theſe ambitious 


hopes. The means by which his kingdom is 
| founded, ſupported, and enlarged; the pur- 
poſes of his reign, the enemies he oppoſes, 
the ſubjects of his empire, the laws he en- 
acted, the motives by which they are in- 
forced, and the rewards he beſtowes, —are all 
fuited to his character as a ſpiritual ſove- 
reign x. His appearance was not that of a 
temporal. prince. He aſſumed not the cha- 
racter of civil magiſtrate. The offices of an 
earthly judge he never exerciſed. He diſ- 
played the wiſdom with which he was emi- 


nently endowed, in eſcaping the ſnares which 


were artfully laid for him by his crafty foes ; 


El allude particularly to the caſe of the 
woman taken in adultery : to that of the 


man who ſaid to. Chriſt, © Maſter ſyeak to 
my e. chat he divide the inheritance 


* See Mx. Boom u's 2 on the Kingdom 7 Cbriß. 
+ Jehn viii. 11. 
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with me*;” and to the manner in which 
Teſus anſwered the captious inquiry of the 
Herodians and Phariſces relative to the law- 
fulneſs of paying tribute to Ceſar +, Political 
diſcuſſions the Prince Meſſiah always avoided. 
He did not come to teach his ſubjets the 
ſcience of civil government ; for his bes 
is not of this world. . 

Pilate, knowing that Jeſus Chriſt did not 
interfere with the claims of Cefar, would 
have releaſed him: but ſay the Jews, If 
thou let this man go, thou art not Ceſar's 
friend. Whoſoever maketh himſelf a king, 
ſpeaketh againſt Ceſar . They did not fay, 
If thou let this man go, thou wilt, by an 
act of flagrant injuſtice, degrade thy character, 
diſhonour thy office, and ſully the. luſtre of 
thy adminiſtration thou wilt countenance 
vice, embolden criminals, and endanger the 
rights of ſociety” but « thou art not CEsAR's 

friend. This alarmed his fears, and made 
him tremble for his own ſafety. When he 
heard this ſaying, he brought Jeſus forth, and 
ſaid to the Jews, Behold your KINGS!“ 
Then, in oppoſition to the dictates of his 
conſcience, he condemned him to be cruci- 
hed. Ves, to the envy of the Prieſts; to the 


* Luke xii. $$+ + "Luke xx. 20—26, 
1 john xix. 12. 8 John xix. 13, 14. 


jealouſies 
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jealouſies of the Sanhedrim, and to the mad- 
neſs of the populace, he baſely ſacrificed his 


conſcience, by pronouncing an . iniquitors- 
ſentence againſt him whoſe innocence he re- 


peatedly acknowledged. The Roman ſoldiers 
inſulted the King of Iſrael, by drefling him 
in mock. majeſty, putting on his head a crown 


of thorns, and a reed, for a ſceptre, into his 


hands; then, bowing the knee before him, 


they inſolently ſaid, in terms of bitter deri- 


fion, „ Hail, king of the. Jews *” The 


title KING OF THE JES, as ſpecifying one 


of the charges brought againſt him, and for 


which he ſuffered death, was affixed to his 
croſs +, 

Now the Spirit, in his Reſurrection fuſe 
tified him from the charge of ſedition, and 
proved that he 'is a King. . When he aroſe, 
he led captivity captive, triumphed over his 
enemies, received royal donatives for his ſub- 


jects, and erected that ſpiritual kingdom Which 


will never be deſtroyed, but which will con- 
tinue to increaſe till it cover the whole earth. 
When Chriſt aroſe, he entered on his govern- 
ment. ©« All power,” ſaith our riſen Lord, 


<« is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them. in the name of the Father, and 


* Matt. XXVII. 27—29. 4 John xix. 19. 
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of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : Teach- 


ing them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 
have commanded you: and lo, I am with 
you alway even unto the end of the world. 


Amen *. Here Chriſt appears inveſted with : 
royal authority. In his regal character he 


enacts new laws. He ſpeaks with the voice 


of a ſovereign. With ſupreme: dignity he 


iſſues forth his edicts.---As King in Zion he 
now reigns over the underſtandings, the con- 
ſciences, the hearts, and the lives, of all the 
ſubjects of his holy empire; and he will con- 
tinue to © reign till all his enemies be made 
his footſtool.— Of the increaſe of his govern- 
ment there ſhall be no end. He ſhall have 
dominion from ſea to ſea; and from the river 
to the ends of the earth. His name ſhalk en- 
dure for ever; his name ſhall be continued as 
long as the ſun; and men ſhall be bleſſed in 


him. All nations ſhall call him We be 


Once more: 


SixTHLY, The Vi tneſſe s flate this falt as as 


a- proof that CarIsT WILL JUDGE THE. 
WORLD. | 


Very expreſs, on this ſubject, are the ads 
of Paul, when he ſtood on Mars-hill, and 
addreſſed the members of the ſupreme civil 


Matt. x xxviii, 26— 260. f 1 Cor. xv 25. Ia, ix. 7. 
PC. 1xxii, 8. 17. f 5 : 
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and eccleſiaſticat court in Athens. ( God 
hath appointed a day in the- which he will 


judge the world in righteouſneſs, by that man 


whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath 
given aſſurance unte all men, Ix THAT HE 
HATH RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD X.“ 
God, being inviſible in his own nature, a 


Spirit whom no man hath ſeen nor can lee; 
hath wiſely appointed that the. important con- 


_ eerns of the laſt judgment ſhall be tranſacted 


by his Son, who, -for the purpoſes of our 


ſalvation, aſſumed human nature. The office 
of Supreme Judge could not be properly diſ- 


charged by a perſon of inferior dignity. Such. 


is its immenſe difficulty, and ſuch its high 
importance, that no one but our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is equal to the taſk, He, alone is quali- 
fied to ſuſtain the auguſt character of Univer- 


1 | fal Judge. 


Now, that he will Judge the- world, his- 
Reſurrection proves, as it eſtabliſhes the truth. 
of what he had repeatedly declared upon this 
ſubject. © The Father judgeth no.man, but 
hath committed all judgment unto the Son 4J.— 
The Son of man ſhall appear in his glory, 
and before him ſhall be gathered all nations. 
— He, as King, ſhall ſay unto the righteous, 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 


* Acts. xvii. 31. + John v. 22, 
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kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world: and to the wicked, De- 


part, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, pre- 


pared for the devil and his angels *xq. “ TO 
this ſuperlative dignity Chriſt will be elevated, 
as a reward of his humiliation. His Reſurrec- 
tion was the firſt ſtep of his exaltation-—the 
firſt fruits of his ſubſequent honors, It is the 
ground of affurance that he will, ere long, ap- 
pear in all the dignity of the Son of God, with all 
the authority of the Sovereign of the univerſe, 


with all the majeſty of the Judge of men and 


angels. Then he will judge thoſe by whom 
he was judged, and finiſh the work which the 
Father gave him to do, in the final deſtruc- 
tion of his enemies, and the complete - 


tion of his people. 


* Matt.! XXV. 37, 34 41. 


CHAPTER III. 


0 the Importance of FAITH in the 
; Re ſurrection of Chri * 


_ Tzurn derives its importance, princi- 
pally, from its effects. The moſt beautiful 
hypotheſis, the moſt refined theory, the beſt 
connected ſpeculative ſyſtem, are of little 
worth, if attended with no beneficial conſe- 

quences. 
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quences. Small, in moral calculation, is the 


value of thoſe fentiments, which have no 
| tendency to pacify the guilty. conſcience, to 
regulate the aperations of our depraved will, 
to ſpiritualize the affections, and to reform the 
conduct. To aſcertain the true excellence of 

religious doctrine, we muſt inveſtigate its 
tendency. For, though tendency do not al- 
ways riſe into effect, it is the beſt eriterion by 


which our judgment can be formed, in regard 
to, either the abſolute, or the relative im- 


portance of truth. 
By this rule, let us proceed in our in- 
quiries reſpecting the Reſurrection of Chriſt. 
The power of the belief of it, n the 
worth of the fact. 


The Witneſſes, of the Refurre oh, do 


not content themſelves with bearing teſti- 
mony to the fact they do not content them- 
ſelves with ſhowing its import they do 
more; they illuſtrate its great utility, in an 
experimental and practical view. They re- 
preſent it, as, the ground of FAIT H-—t7e 22 
of HOPE---a flimulus to oBEDIEN Eau ar- 
gument for GLORYING IN THE CROSS OF 
CHRIST----an inducement to HEAVENLY 
MINDEDNESS--and a ſource of CONSOLATION 
under various trying diſpenſations of Providence. 


FIRST, The Re efurreftion E: Chri ift ts the 


GROUND OF FAITH, 
Faith 
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x - Faith requires nothing more for its ſupport.. 


© "This is firm footing : this is ſolid rock,” On. 
this certain fact, the chriſtian religion ſecurely 
reſts. The Reſurrection of Chriſt, once eſta- 


bliſhed, proves all the other truths which we are 


required to believe; for, by authenticating his 
divine miſſion, it ſanctions all he taught. His 
Reſurrection eſtabliſnes other facts inſepara- 
bly connected with it, gives authority to his 
commands, renders his threatenings awful, 
confirms his promiſes, and juſtifies our expect- 
ing the accompliſhment of his predictions, 

If Chriſt be: riſen from the dead, our faith. 
in the apoſtolic teſtimony is ſtedfaſt, for the 
Apoſtles were not falſe Witneſſes of God; 
their preaching, therefore, was not vain. 


From Jeſus Chriſt—-whom- his Reſu rrection 


proves to be a celeſtial envoy, to whom we 


owe the obedience of faith---the Witneſſes de- 


rived their commiſſion, to “ go into all the 
world, and preach the Goſpel to every crea- 
ture *,” Their credentials---< the ſigns of 
an apoſtle 4,” the miracles which they wrought 
in the name of their riſen Lord---atteſted the 
high authority under which they acted. Men, 


| who healed the ſick, expelled demons, and 


raiſed the dead, were, certainly, entitled to 
credit, Their writings, therefore, which 
have been Wan tranſmitted to us, demand 


aur faith. | - 


* Mark. xvi, 155 + 2 Cor xii 12. 
ff To: 


TRE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, 66 


To ſuppoſe that more regard was due to x 


the preaching of .the apoſtles, than we owe 
to their writings, 4s unnatural. It was as 
neceſſary that they ſhould be true Witneſſes 
of God in what they WROTE, as in what 
they ſpate. For, few, comparatively, could 
| hear their tranſient voice, but many may read 
their immortal writings. Their perſonal mi- 
niſtry was of ſhort duration, bat their writ- 
ings have been handed down to the preſent 
day; and will be conveyed from generation 


to generation, till the end of time. The ar- 


guments which prove the neceſſity of any 
revelation, prove the neceſſity of either a 
conſtant miraculous interpoſition, or of reve- 
lation being committed to writing, by men 
divinely ſecured from error; ſo that the facts 
which they relate may be admitted as true, 
and their reaſonings upon them juſtly con- 
ſidered as concluſive. That the writings 
which bear their names, are the genuine pro- 
ductions of the apoſtles, there can be no 
reaſonable doubt. To ſuppoſe otherwiſe, we 
muſt violate all. thoſe rules by which the 


genuineneſs of any ancient compoſition is 


aſcertained. We have, certainly, much more 
evidence, in this caſe, than can be adduced 


to prove that Hamer, for inſtance, was the 
author of thoſe ſublime poems which have 


procured. him an immortal reputation. He, 
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then, who receiveth the teſtimony of thete 
Witneſſes, in the written word, receiveth - 
Chriſt ; and he who receiveth Chriſt, re- 
ceiveth him that ſent him*, „ who alſo 
raiſed him from the dead, and gave him glory, 
that our faith and hope might be in God +.” 

Thus, the Reſurrection of Chriſt is the 
ground of our faith in the New Teſtament, 
as a divine revelation, The belief of this 
capital fact, induces us to receive the ſacred 
volume, © not as the word of men, but, as 
it is in truth, the word of God 1.“ As fuch, 
it demands the profoundeſt reverence, the 


moſt ardent gratitude, and unbounded con- 


fidence. 


een The Refurreetion of Grit iy 
the BASIS-OF HOPE, 


That man is a depraved being, is, 1 A 
melancholy fact, attended with the moſt 


abundant evidence. All things riſe in proof. 


* 


On this humiliating article, obſervation and 


experience confirm the deciſions of ſcripture. 


* All have ſinned, and come ſhort of the 
glory of God. If we ſay that we have no 
fin, we deceive ourſelyes, and the truth is 
not in us. If God, therefore, were to mark 
iniquity, who could ſtand before him 82“ 


* Jchn xiii, 20, 
1 1 Theſſ. ii. 13. 
Pf. CXXX 1 CO 


+ 1 Peter i. 21. DR 
& Rom, iii, 23. 1 John i. 8. 


But 


FRE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, 71 


But though it be an undeniable fact that 
every individual of our ſpecies is a ſinner, 


and though conſcience be enthroned in every 
breaſt to teſtify againſt all ſin, yet every man 
is naturally averſe to the humiliating doc- 


trine of human depravity and | guilt. The 


ſinner will not readily admit the idea of his 
blameworthineſs. He cannot allow his guilt 


to be great. He does not ſuſpect himſelf in 
danger. Though conſcience, at times, ſtart 


from her ſlumbers, and loudly proclaim the 
multitude of his tranſgreſſions, the enormity 


of his crimes, and the awful attributes of 


God; yet ſoon ſhe is lulled to ſleep charmed 
to a deluſive reſt and her occaſional rebukes 


make no impreſſion, but fall, « like arrows 


ſhot againſt a ſhield of adamant.“ 

But when the Bible is regarded as the 
voice of God — as tlie infallible word of the 
ſupreme Legiſlator, © who is able to ſave and 


to deſtroy *”---it comes with all the authority: 


and majeſty of the Almighty Speaker, pro- 
claiming, in the conſcience of the ſinner, the 
holineſs, the juſtice, the ſovereignty of Gods 
and the certainty of © judgment to come.” 


Then it overthrows, at once, all thoſe low © 


phiſtical arguments, by which we before at- 
tempted to pacify the mind. The word of 


* James jv. 12. 


| the 
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the Lord, operating with divine power, 
awakens the conſcience, empowers her te 
tpeak without reſerve, and confirms her juſt 
but painful deciſions. It exhibits to her view 
enormities before cencealed, expoſes to the 
light of truth “ the hidden things of dark- 
neſs,” reveals the profoundeft fecrets of the 
heart, brings all the principles, purpoſes and 
| conceptions of the mind to the teſt of Scripture, 
and makes the conſcience feel, and acknow- 
ledge, what fin is, when ſtriꝑt of all its dif- 
guiſes. Then, convinced of our vileneſs, we 
tremble before the majeſty of God. Diveſted 
of every pretence to righteouſneſs left with- 
-out even the ſhadow of an excuſe, before 'our 
Maker and our Judge, we fall proſtrate at his 
feet, with this mortifying confeſſion on our 
lips, c BEHOLY, I am vILE* !” Pricked 
in our hearts, we exclaim, What ſhall we 
do? What ſhall we do to be faved? Who 
ſhall deliver us from the wrath to come 4? 
To whom, in fach diſtreſſing cireum- 
ſtances, ſhall we have recourſe? Whither 
ſhall we fly for conſolation? From what ſource 
can we derive hope From our own obe- 
dience? Alas! it is defective. From the 
law ? it condemns us. From divine juſtice ? 
it demands vengeance. Bleſſed be God, his 


* Job xl. 4. + At 11. 37. XY}. 30. 1 Theſſ. 30s * - 


[ 
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(Goſpel, Which is perfectly ſuited to our ſtate, 
ſatisfactorily anſwers our moſt folicitous in- 
quiries. It informs us, that « his Son Jeſus, 
whom he raiſed from the dead *, has, in 
virtue of his Reſurrection, power & to ſave to 


the very uttermoſt, becauſe he ever liveth to 


make interceſſion for tranſgreſſors +. . He was 
delivered for our offences, and raiſed. again for 
our juſtification 4.“ Hence, ſays. the Apoſtle, 
« Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect? It is God that juſtifieth.., Who 


is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt that died, 


yea, rather, THAT 1S RISEN AGAINS;” 

The belief © of the operation of God, who 
raiſed Chriſt from the dead q,” quickens us to a 
new life---a life of hope; and induces us to adopt 
the language of Peter, * Bleſſed be the God, 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, ac- 
cording to his abundant mercy, hath begotten 
us again unto. a lively hope by the Reſurrec- 
tion of Jeſus, Chriſt from the dead ||.” The 
import of this fact, brought home to the heart, 


is efficacious to raiſe the dead the dead in 


treſpaſſes and ſins , by giving hope to thoſe 
whoſe circumſtances would otherwiſe be deſ- 
e For, it is ee that the mind of 


| ; 4 
* 1 Theft Co. yl * Heb,” vii, 25. 
1 Rom. iv. $$ 5 S Rom. viii. 33, 24: 
© Col. ii. 12. Fi „ oo 
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2 ſinner, when thoroughly awakened, can be 
animated with the leaft folid hope from any 
other quarter. The anſwer of a good con- 
ſcience” can be no otherwiſe ſupplied, than 
« by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the 
dead *.“ This fact, which is a ſtriking diſplay 
of divine power, proves that God © is well 
pleaſed with: his Son, for his righteouſneſs 
fake, becauſe he hath magnified the law, and 
made it honorable 4.” His Reſurrection pre- 
| ſents to our view a righteouſneſs already 
finiſhed, by which God can be juſt in juſtify- 
ing the ungodly 1. Faith in this righteouſ- 
neſs,—-in its perfection, wits all- ſufficiency to 
anſwer the gracious purpoſes for which it is 
intended, and in the ſovereign freeneſs with 
which it is beſtowed-=is unſpeakably pre- 
cious F. For this, and this only, affords e com- 
plete rellef to the pained conſcience. 

Nothing can ſatisfy the conſcience when 
e eee awakened to a ſenſe of guilt, but 
a view of that work vrhich ſatisfied divine 
| Juſtice, Conſequently, the Refurrefion' of 
Chriſt, which difplays the perfection of his 
work, is admirably adapted to fatisfy the mind. 
Ves, this ſplendid: proof that juſtice is ſatis- 
fied ;—this grand fact, which exhibits the 


*' xPet. iii. 21. | + Iſai. ali. 23. 
1 Rom. iii. 26. iv. 5. & 2 Pet. i. 1. 


Supreme 
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Supreme Being under the endearing character 
of © THE GOD OF PEACE *,“ is excellently 
luited to afford peace to the troubled con- 
ſeience. That peace which the Holy Spirit 
produces in the conſciences of thoſe whom he 
enables to believe, is derived, not from ab- 
ſtract reaſonings, not from the feelings of their 
hearts, nor from any real-or imaginary differ- 
ence between themſelves and others, but from 
A view of that divine character which this fact 
reveals a juſt God, and a Saviour 1; 
Juft, and yet the juſtifier of the ungodly. This 
is the ground of our m IIN truſt in 
Chriſt for ſalvation. 6 
Who, then, that believes this fact, and its 
delightful import, can poſſibly deſpair? For, 


however numerous our fins, however compli- 


cated our guilt, however great our diſtreſſes, 
the Refurre&ion of Chriſt affords effectual re- 
lief. This, this is the. fovereign antidote for 
the anguiſh of human guilt; This will ſatisfy * 
the conſcience that would otherwiſe be plunged 
into all the horrors of darkneſs, and all the 
wretchedneſs of deſperation. For this gives 
an anſwer, a deciſive anſwer, to the moſt in- 


tereſting, and yet the moſt perplexing of all 


queſtions, „What muſt I do to be faved 1 
* Heb, Xill 20. Ha. xlv. ar. 1 Acts i. . 


D 4 The 
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The righteouſneſs which it reveals & ſpeaketh 
on this wiſe, Say not in thine heart, Who 
ſhall aſcend into Heaven? that is, to bring 
Chriſt down from above. Or, Who ſhall de- 
ſcend into the deep? that is, to bring up Chriſt 
again from the dead. But what faith it? The 
word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart ; that is the word of faith which we 
preach ; That if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 
mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine. 
heart, that GOD HATH RAISED HIM FROM 
THE DEAD, thou ſhalt be ſaved *.“ 
Thus, this certain fact, by diſplaying the. 
efficacy of Chriſt's death, and fo illuſtrating 
. the divine mercy and juſtice in their admirable 
union, exhibits an object to the mind of the 
ſinner on which it may lay firm hold for the 
ſecurity of its hopes. The language of the 
Goſpel to the ſinner, is, „Son, or Daughter, 
be of good cheer. Behold the grand remedy 
which grace has provided. Who is he that 
| hangs on yonder ignominious tree? Nay, 
rather, who is he that revived and left the 
tomb? It is he who died, and roſe again, 
for the juſtification of the ungodly. Look to 
him, and be ſaved. Fruſt in him, and be 
, bleſſed for ever. His righteouſneſs will juſtify 
thee from every charge, which the divine law, 
thy own conſcience, or the great enemy of 
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THE RESURRECTION OF/CHRIST. 77 
ſouls, can bring againſt thee. In the moſt 
humiliating view thou canſt have of thyſelf--- 
in the moſt awful light thou canſt appear to 
the eye of HIM who ſearcheth the heart, and 
who hates iniquity, the Reſurrection of Chriſt 
exhibits a righteouſneſs which is fully ade- 
ou to = complete juſtification.” 


Fan r, "The Reſurrection of Chriſt is is a 
powerful STIMULUS TO OBEDIENCE. . +, 


God, having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, ſent 

him to bleſs us, in turning away every one of 
us from his iniquities *.“ To: accompliſh 
this important purpoſe, the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt is admirably. adapted. For in what 
light does. this fact repreſent him! We have 


ſeen that it proves him to be the Meſſiah, the 


Lord of conſcience, the Son of God, the 


Saviour of ſinners, the Reſurrection and the : 


Life, and the Judge of men- | 
Is he the Meſſiah ?-—A divine meſſenger ?- 1 
The <« Prophet like unto Moſes +?” Then his 


counſels are intereſting, his precepts neceſſary, 


and his inſtitutions ſacred. To that form of 
religion which he hath eſtabliſhed, we muſt 
ſubmit. For © it ſhall come to paſs, that 


every ſoul that will not hear this prophet 
ſhall be deſtroyed.” 


* Acts ills 26. | + Acts iii. 22. 
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Is he the Lord of conſcience ? Then, 
whether we live, we live unto. the Lord; 


or, whether we die, we dic unto the Lord; 


for to this end Chriſt both died, and roſe, and 
xevived, that he might be Lord both of the: 
dead and living *.“ Viewing his Reſurrection 
in this light, we.ſhall bow to the authority of 
Jeſus, ſeek his approbation, and make his will 
the rule of our conduct. We ſhall fay, 
Lord, what wilt thou have us to. do!“ 
Acknowledging his right to command, and. 
deſirous of obeying his precepts, we n . 
ply for inſtruction, to his word. 

Is he the Son of God? His ſupreme per- 
ſonal dignity ſupplies new motives to obe- 
dience. For, to whom ſhalt we attend; to 
whom ſhall we pay homage, to whom ſhall 
we yield obedience, if not to him, who is 
« the. brightneſs of the Father's glory, and 
the expreſs image of his perſon + ;” Who bears. 


Jivine titles, poſſeſſes divine attributes, per- 


forms divine works, and receives divine 
honors? © If they eſcaped not, who refuſed 
him that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not 
we eſcape, if we turn away from him . 
es from Heaven . : 

But motives of a more generous kind, n 
thoſe of terror, ariſe out of the Reſurrection 


* Rom, xiv, 8,9, + Heb, l. 3, f Heb, xli-25- 


of. 


THE RESURRECTION OP CHRIST, 79 
& Chriſt. For this grand fact preſents him 
to our view as the Saviour of ſinners. Be- 
holding him in this light, every feeling of the 
heart is touched hope ſprings up in the 
foul, love to God is kindled, and repentance 
for ſin is excited.---T'his is the ſource of 
good hope. To the hope of pardon, to the 
hope of acceptance with God, to the hope of 
eternal life, we are © begotten by the Re- | 
ſurrection of Chriſt x; and © every man wo 
hath this hope in him, pucifieth himſelf, even 
as he is pure . We are taught © to deny 
ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, and to live ſo- 
berly, righteoufly and godly, in this preſent 
world, looking for that bleſſed hope, and the 
glorious -appaaring of. the en God, anT our 
Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt 1. Hence love to 
God takes its riſe. For, „we love him, be- 
cauſe he hath. firſt loved us F.“ Here we behold 
him as “ the God of peace, bringing from the 
dead the great Shepherd of the ſheep g.” As 
the God of peace, he ſanctifies; and a view 
of him under this character is eſſential to our 
holineſs. This reconciles us to him, fills the 
ſoul with gratitude, encourages us to draw 
near to him in prayer, makes us reſigned to 
his ſovereign will, and renders his ſervice de- 


1 bet i. 3 + chm ii. 3. f Tit. B. 12, 23. 
8 x John iv. 19. © Heb. ill. 20. 


n4  bIghtful 


it 
N 
14 
= 
{ $4) 
10 
. 
1 
14 F 
" 
' : 
| ! 
1 | 
: : 
: 
1 
1 
111 
i 1 
5. 
THR 
1 
r 4 
wi 1 
* 1 
* 1 
! . 14 SS: 
135 Wik 
q 1 it 
1 14 1 
x 17 FT 11 
+ WW 13 13 
REM 
' Rl ; ; 
. | 
1 j [| - 
s 'F 5 
! 3 i it 
þ 1 Tp 
=» FE [14 
' 3. 4 
15 
_ : 1 
p 4 1 ＋ 
= h 14 
*% 15 1 
REY 
W4 i! i 
THY 
: 1 © os 
! '” 1 3 
' 287 : i 
wu: || } 
1 
_ HEY 
$8 1 5 
= 1 1 1 
1 
HE Fi | 
. 14 
» 4 1 
30 | A 
164 th bit 
4 ti : 
1 2 7 
TRIER 
_ RY 
ws 
W 1 17 IE 
_ ': 
3 ! 1 
10 j i 3 
. 
. \ | 1 
3 
FIT 
1 1 1 
1 i! bo 
157 98'S 
1 $ 
i: i! 
1 $4 | 
n 
* 1 
Wo: 
W 1 
14 v3 | 
. 1 
. 1 a 
3 * ©! * 
_ T7 
— 
) ; 
1 
7 
|! | 
—_ / 
4 Þ 
$6 4 
—_ { 
mY 5 14 
1 1 ” 
1 Þ 5 W 3 
. 1 
* 2 
is K 15 
= 
i 4 4 1 
r | 
\ ; 
- Ki , 
v1 . 5 
1 1 4 


939 —dU—ꝛ— — — — 
NS — — — —— — — 
1 * — N 


— 
ad Si hy Mas —ů rs > oe 
— — 


— gs 


living Goͤd 2.“ 


— 


85 "IMPORTANCE OF FAITH IN 


. — From this ſource repentance flows 
We look to him who © was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſion, and bruiſed for our iniquities x; 

and we "mourn for ſin after © a godly man- 
ner f. The mercy manifeſted in the atone- 


ment, melts the hardeſt heart, produces true 


contrition, and excites ingenuous ſorrow. 
The grand proof that ſin is expiated is the 
only effectual ſecurity againſt the commiſſion 
of ſin. The conſcience muſt be purged from 
«© dead works,” before we can © ſerve' the 


Again; Here Chriſt is ſet before us as the 


„ Reſurrection and the Life $.* „What 4 


power ful inducement to obedience ? The doc- 
trine of immortality is the animating prin- 
ciple of religion. It is the ſoul of virtue. It 
gives energy to that hope which the Goſpel 
inſpires, warmth to our gratitude towards che 


| Redeemer, who hath © obtained for us eternal 


redemption g, ardor to our zeal in his ſervice, 
and vigor to our exertions in promoting his 
cauſe. This is the ſublime motive which 
Paul *employs, to induce us to be “' ſtedfaſt, 
immoveable, always abounding in the work . 
of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your - 


labor is not in vain in the Lord l.“ 


„Ia. Lil. &. 
+ Hab. ix. 4. 


+ Zec. xii. 10. 
§ John xi. 25. 
|| 1 Cor, xv. 58. 


2 Cor, Vil, 9. 1 


Once 


3 
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Once more: This fact leads us to antici- 
pate the ſolemn tranſactions of the GREAT 
Day-—the ſounding of the archangel's trum 
pet, the riſing of the dead, the deſcent of the 
Judge, and all the events which follow. We 
ſee the riſen Jeſus ſeated on his great white 
throne, the world aſſembled at his bar, and 
the books opened. We hear the charges ſpe- 
cCified, the evidence to ſu pport them adduced, 
and the final ſentence pronounced. In pro- 
ſpect of this day, we exclaim, What man- 
ner of perſons ought we to be in all holy 
converſation and godlineſs * It was the be- 
lief of Chriſt's Reſurrection, and of the gene- 
ral judgment, as eſtabliſned by it, that in- 
duced Paul to © exerciſe himſelf to have al- 
ways a conſcience void of offence toward 
God, and toward men 28 : 

Thus it appears, in ſome meaſure, how the 
principles of religion are formed, and a courſe 
of obedience is ſupported, by faith in the Re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus. The belief of this fact, 
and of its true import, will make us deſirous 
f walking, in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord, blameleſs g.“ *Enter- 
ing into the ſpirit of this ſubject, we ſhall be 
conſcientious in the diſcharge of moral and 
poſitive duties. Yes, a proper regard to the 


2 Pet. iii, 11. + Acts xxiv. 15, 16, f Luke i. 6. 
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Reſurrection of Chriſt, in which his glorious 


character is exhibited, will prevent us from 


trifling with divine inſtitutions. It will not 
ſuffer us to neglect any duties, merely becauſe- 
they are poſitive; or, in other words, becauſe 
they derive all their authority, not from the 
nature of things, but from the ſovereign com- 
mands of Him, who is the Meſſiah, the Son 
of God, the Saviour of the ſoul, to whom we 
owe all our hopes, and all our conſolations, 


who now governs the church, and will ſoon 


judge the world. 


FourT HLY, The Reſurrefiion of Chriſt is 


an ARGUMENT FOR GLORYING IN HIS 


CROSS, 


The change which the Reſurrection of Jeſus: 
operated in the minds and conduct of his 
Apoſtles, is peculiarly deſerving. of notice; as 
zit furniſhes us with. additional argument in 


proof of the fact, and conveys to us, in the 


cleareſt and. moſt forcible manner, their ideas 
of its ſupreme. importance. 

When Chriſt ſpake of his approaching fuf.. 
ferings and death, « Peter took him and began 
to rebuke him, ſaying, Be it far from thee, - 
Lord: this ſhall not be unto thee *.” In the 
near proſpect of his crucifixion, Jeſus ſuggeſted. 
various important conſiderations to fortify the 

„Matt. xvi, 23. 
4 0 minds 


THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 83 
minds of his Apoſtles againft the ſcandal 
of his croſs *: but, becauſe he ſaid he muſt 
ſhortly leave them, “ ſorrow filled their 
hearts.” When he was apprehended, they 
forſook him and fled.” Peter, indeed, “ fol- 
bwed him,” though © afar off, unto the palace 
of the High Prieſt * but, while his Maſter 
was interrogated by the Sanhedrim, thrice, 
without any apparently powerful inducement, 
did he deny that he was his Diſciple f. When 


85 their Lord was condemned, executed, and en- 


tombed, their expectation from him ſeemed to 
de blaſted. ©« They trufted,” as they ſaid, 
that it had been he who ſhould have re- 
deemed Iſrael : but his tragical and igno- 
minious end annihilated all their hopes, ſur- 
rounded them with midnight darkneſs, and 
penetrated their * with — moſt pungent 
diſtreſs. | 
But, when he aroſe from the dead, aſcended | 
into Heaven, and, agreeably to his promiſe, 
poured down upon them the giſt of the Holy 
Spirit, all the dark clouds which hung over 
their minds were ſcattered, hope revived, joy 
dilated their ſouls, their courage was re- 
animated, and we hear them ſpeaking, in 
various tongues, the wonderful werks 
See theniv, xv. and xvi. chapters of Joha. 


| bg Matt. Xxvi. 56, 58, 69—75. 
} Luke xxiv. 21. 
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84 IMPORTANCE OF FAITH INL 


of God *. In the preſence of Phariſees, 
Sadducees, and Prieſts, before the Populace, 
and before the Sanhedrim, they ſpake boldly 
in the name of the crucified and riſen Jeſus. 
Threats, ſtripes, impriſonment and death, 
have loſt all their terrors. None of theſe 
things move them. By the croſs of Chriſt, 
the world is crucified unto them, and they 
unto the world. The crucifixion of Chriſt is 
the delightful theme of their meditation, the 
principal topic of their diſcourſe, the conſtant 
ſubject of their miniſtry, - They wilh“ know 
nothing, faye - Jeſus. Chriſt, and, him cru- 
cihed +.” They will “ glory” in nothing, 
but © in the croſs of Chriſt +.” | | 

Whence this aſtoniſhing revolution in their 
ſentiments and feelings? What could poſſibly 
induce the Apoſtles to glory in the weakneſs, 
the ignominy, the diſtreſs, the wounds, the 
death, of their Maſter ?--His Reſurrection 
was the all-powerful cauſe. Was he © cruci- 
fied through weakneſs? . He liveth by the 
power of God $.” Was his death ignomini- 
ous? Ves: No terms, in our language, can 
convey an adequate idea of the infamy of the 
croſs. It was the puniſhment of the vileſt 
ſlaves, for ctimes of the moſt atrocious nature. 


* Acts ii. 11. * ier ii. 2. 
2 Gal. vi. 14. 8 2 Cor. xiii. 4. 


3 2 


is * W I 


THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 85 
The croſs in itſelf, therefore, was an object 
of ſhame. To a Jew, and to a Roman, the 
eroſs preſented a more diſguſting ſpectacle, 
than the gallows exhibits to an Engliſhman. 
What, then, could induce: the apoſtles to 


glory in the croſs of Chriſt His Reſurrec- : 


tion, For this rolled away his reproach, 
cauſed the offence of the croſs to ceaſe, and 


fully vindicated thoſe honors which ſeemed }. 


tarniſhed in the field of blood. - The das - 
of the croſs, great as it was, is more than 
cCounter- balanced, by thoſe ſcenes of unrivalled 
glory which his Reſurrection began to diſ- 
.cloſe. If the majeſty of his character, as the 
Chriſt of God, the King of Iſrael, the Sa- 
vior of the church, and the Judge of men 
if the ſupreme dignity of his perſon, as the 
only begotten Son of the Bleſſed, cannot be 
' reconciled with his croſs, they may with his 
Reſurrection. This aſtoniſhing event teaches. 
us to regard the awful tranſactions of Mount 
Calvary, not with confuſion and diſmay, but 


with admiration and comfort; as it aſſures us 
that the diſtreſs which the Redeemer felt is 


the ſpring of our conſolation, that © with his 
wounds we are healed,” and that his death is 
the fountain of life to our ſouls.—-How are the 
ſcenes reverſed? What a luſtre does the Re- 
ſurrection reflect upon the _ ? So that what 
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86 TMPORTANCE OF FATTH: IN” 
was, in itſelf, an 5 8 of 3 ee 
an object of glory. 
All the reaſons for glorying in Chriſt, and 
in his croſs, derive their force from his Reſur- 
rection. Do we glory in the HoxoRs of 


eur Lord? It is becauſe © he humbled him 


ſelf, and became obedient unto death; even 
the death of the croſs,” that God hath: 
highly exalted him *. His humiliation was 


the baſis of his exaltation.— Do we. glory in 


the TRIUMPHS he obtained, over the ene- 


mies of the church? It was by dying he 


deſtroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil 4.“ When his own heel. 
was bruiſed, he bruifed the head of the ſer- 


pent. It was on the croſs he gained the vic- 


Ra in conſequence of which he, in his 
ReſurreCtion, -< led captivity captive , 

« ſpoiled principalities and powers, and made 
a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over 
them $:” In virtue of the ſplendid conqueſt 


effected on the croſs, the grave was opened 


when he roſe, and Heaven when he aſcended. 
Hence the reiterated ſhouts of acclamation 
by the glorious hoſts above, ſaying one to 
another, Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 
ee e as ute and 


» Philo ü. 8 + Heb. ii. 24. 
1 Eph. iv. 8. F : 5 5 Col. 11 15. 


the 


THE'RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, By 
the King of glory ſhall come in. Who is. 
this King of glory? The Lord ftrong and 
your heads, O ye gates, even lift them up, 
ye everlaſting doors, and the King of glory 
ſhall come in. Who is this King of glory? 
The Lord of hoſts, he is the King of 
glory x.“ His right hand, and his holy 
arm hath gotten him the victory +.” Hence 
« the voice of rejoicing and ſalvation is in the 
tabernacles of the righteous ;* for * the Lord 

is their ſtrength and ſong ; he is become their 
| falvation $.”---Do we glory in the croſs of 
Chriſt becauſe on it the great work. of our. 
REDEMPTION. Was accompliſhed 9 It is his- 
| ReſurreRtion that affords the deciſive proof of 
the merit of his death. Do chriſtians glory 
in his croſs on account of that view: of the 

DIVINE CHARACTER which thence ariſes ? 
It is his Reſurrection which illuſtrates this 
character. Here we ſee © the God of peace, 

of love, of holineſs, of wiſdom, and of power. 
Is the croſs of-Chrift an object of glory, be- 
cauſe it furniſhes believers with powerful 
MOTIVES to religious action? It is from his 
EReſurrection their energy is derived. This 
inſpires immortal hope. 

Wee, therefore, we reaſon from . 


* Pf. av. 7-19. + Pf. xcviii. Ys. : 1 Pf. Cxviii. 194 15. 


nature 


77. 7 WH 


— 
48 


7 ED 


"A 

— 
2 — ——— —— Pe —— 
gZ—ůk— — ———— . ꝗ — — — 
- Amer ent. on 


7 


HE ENTS TER ES 


— 


—— » * 
— — 
rn a——_— 


. 
Is 


'F # 
4 
8 

1 

1 


2 = = 8888 * * — — fbwe 24% — VV. — 
— /we 0; — -< © CER — — gn ne —_ 1 —— — — — 7 
— — 5 = >> 5-0} g : — — onal — 
err 2 3 PE = *- & $a — 5 
* r - - 8 
* K — 


— — nt on eG 
— — WED — 
I * 


EE ö K 


— — = —_— —ä— — * — —— — * — x—ͤ—ͤ— — 5 Y 1 
— — —2— — b * „„ 5 „ 9 
1 — — -_ - I. — — — cg 45 — — — ——é— — 2 2 — — 
"7 © ic * 9 E 4” — . - — L os - 2 — * — * 


— — . —— N 


— 4 6 — 
+ om . „ = Dis" Ione UE 22 —Pꝓᷣ2— N — IE —— MTIT ee 2 — — - 2 * 
” 0 —— Z — 
. . : 2 : > £ — IR < - — 4 — — — —— — - 
HS" — ——. er — — — 2 — 22 
* 2 . 
l — s 2 2 2 r === 
— 2 = — — 0 —_ EE Ren mo 
— -- woes — * 6 


own” wn? one — — ES ER = — — — —— — 
— SAS —— "6 - — — — < 2 « - < ___ - — 
8 ” 5 IT : Ws 
. g - —— Cres . —_ 2 
9 r yr Sgt et One rhe > Fry 
. * —_ NID \ —— a 
: — — 
— — tr GETS ara oY er. 


— — ——— 
— — _ 

=== 
angus — {= 


—̈—“—ꝛ —ö 
ew 2 — ͤ—— — — 
Fro 
— * * r 
EIS ERTIES bn: 
— = —— os 
— wb * 
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nature of the caſe, or from the experience 


and conduct of the Witneſſes, we muſt be 
convinced, that from his Reſurrection reſult 


all the grand arguments for glorying in the 
croſs of Chriſt. 


FieTHLY, The Rſſurredtion of Feſus is an 


INDUCEMENT_. TO HEAVENLY NIN DED 
ALI. 


God raiſed up Chriſt, and gave him glory. 


The Heavens have received him until the 
times of the reſtitution of all things. Jeſus, 


as our fore- runner, is entered into the moſt 
holy place. By faith of the operation of God, 
who raiſed him from the dead, believers are 
riſen with him. Theyfare raiſed up together, 
and made to ſit together in heavenly places in 


Chriſt *,” This argument Paul uſes, when 


exhorting the Coloſſians to heavenly minded- 
neſs. If ye then be riſen with Chrift, ſeek 
thoſe things which are above, where Chriſt 


ſitteth at the right hand of God. Set your 


affection on things above, not on things on 


the earth +.” How cogent the motive ! the 


Reſurrection of Chriſt illuſtrates: the natural 
digmty of man, by eſtabliſhing his immor- 


ality. Thus it ſublimates the thoughts, the 
affections, and the purſuits of every true chriſ- 


* 1 Pet. i. 21. Acts iii. 21. Heb. vi. 20—ix. 12. Col. 
ii. 12. Eph, ii. * ++ Col. in. 1, 2. 


tian. 


TRE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 89 
tian. The belief that the ſpark which the 
Deity has kindled in his ſoul, will out-live 
the ſplendors of the ſun, lifts him above the 
world. Tt convinces him of the ſupreme 
| folly of thoſe, who, though <« winged by 

Heaven to fly at AGRI," pinion all their 
wiſhes here.” 8 


. A foul Camas. 7 „ending all her fires, 
„ Waſting her ſtrength in ſtrenuous idleneſs, 
ee Thrown into tumult, raptur'd, or alarm d, 
«At. aught this ſcene can threaten or indulge, . 
© ©& Reſembles ocean into tempeſt wrought, 
To waft a feather, or to drown/a fly.” "x 


| The Goſpel ſets before us an object vor 
our nobleſt ambition eternal life. It opens 
to our view a proſpect, the ſight of which 
elevates the ſoul. When heaven conſtitutes 
the prominent figure, in the ſcene which our 
enraptured eyes behold, this terreſtial globe 
is thrown into ſhade. As the faint glimmer- 
ing of a taper, or the feeble rays of a glow- 
worm, are extinguiſhed, when the great 
ruler of the day ſhines forth in all his luſtre, 
fo the light reflected from the new Jeruſalem' 
the city illuminated by the beams of the 
Bun of Rightcouſneſs——-eclipſes the brighteſt 
glories of the world. How inſignificant does 
this preſent ſtate appear, to -one who has 
eternity in view | For there the riches of 
earth a are not valued, its honors are not re- 
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garded, its pleaſures are not enjoyed. The 
more we realize eternal bliſs, the. Jeſs mall we 
be influenced by « the luſt of the fleſh, the 
luſt of the eye, and the pride of life *.“ 

Yet, how ſtrangely. are. men enamored 
with this-preſent ſtate 1 one is charmed with. 
getting a little: wealth, which he cannot long 
enjoy ; another puts forth all his energies in 
. purſuing phantoms of donor, which will, in 
a moment, vaniſh away for ever; and a third 
is ſeeking, with the utmoſt avidity, the plea- 
ſures of ſin, which are but for a ſeaſon. Yes, 
ſuch is the native blindneſs. of the mind, ſuch 
the perverſity of the will, ſuch the carnality 
of the affections, that theſe objects of ſenſe 
will fix the attention, fire the paſſions} and 
engage the reſtleſs purſuit, of men, till they 
* know” Chriſt, and the PowER of his 
Reſurrection f. Then, and not till then, 
they will ſeek the durable riches, the exalted. 
honors, and the refined pleaſures of the hea- 
venly ſtate ; and where their treaſures th thee 
will be their hearts. | | 
By faith in his Reſurrection, they will riſe 
with Chriſt, On the wings of contempla- 
tion, they will ſoar to that world where 
Jeſus lives. In him their beſt, their nobleſt, 
their warmeſt, affections will centre. By 


«. x John. ii, 165. 1 Phil, il. 20. 
kath. 


| THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. QF 

faith, by hope, and by love, they will be 
where he dwells. The diſpoſitions which. 
abound in Heaven, they will cultivate. In 
the exerciſes which employ the bleſſed above, 

they will delight; and the enjoyments of the 
celeſtial ſtate, they will anticipate. In ſome - 
happy moments, when, entering into the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt's Reſurrection, devotion elevates 
the ſoul above the uncertain poſſeſſions, the 
fading glories, and the empty pleaſures of the 
world, they enter © within the veil,” © lay 
hold on eternal life,” and ſeize « the prize 
of their high calling *. That ſuperiority to 
the world which is eſſential to Chriſtianity, 
is produced by faith in the riſen Jeſus. | 

What, then, are we to think of thoſe per- 
ſons, who always grovel on the earth, wholly 
attached to its intereſts, immerſed in its plea- 
ſures, and enſlaved by its objects? Do they 
partake with Chriſt in his Reſurrection? Are 
they riſeri with him? No, They are not pre- 
ſent with him in ſpirit. Their converſation 
is not in heaven. They mind only earthly 
things f. They know not, ann, the 
power of his Reſurrection. 


SIXTHLY, The. Reſurrection of Feſus is 4 
: SOURCE oF CONSOLATION, UNDER VA-. 
RIOUS DISTRESSING EVENTS, | 


* Heb. vi. 19. 1 Tim. vi. 12. Phil Ui, 14. 
1 Pail. iii. 95 20, | 
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92 IMPORTANCE OF FAITH IN © 
The Reſurrection of Chriſt is a cauſe of 


joy. © The Diſciples were glad, when they 


faw the Lord *,” after he was riſen from the 
dead. They ſaw a Friend whoſe ſociety had 


gladdened their hearts—a Friend, whom they 


did not expect to ſee—a Friend, reſtored to 
life, no more to die, and with whoſe life 


their own was bound up; for, becauſe he 
liveth, they will live alſo fr. His Reſurrec- 
tion was the ſolace of their minds in times of 


uncommon trial; and to this great fact they 


directed the attention of others as a ſpring of 


conſolation in feafons of diſtreſs. . 


Did their attachment to Chrift, and to his 
cauſe, expoſe them to perſecution? They 
were animated by the conſideration that, © if 


they ſuffered with him, they would be glori- 
fied together ;” and they juſtly © reckoned 


© that the ſufferings of this preſent time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that 
| ſhall be revealed in us. For he who raiſed 
up Chriſt from the dead, ſhall quicken our 
- mortal bodies, deliver us from the bondage 
into the glo- 


r 


of corruption, and introduce u 
rious liberty of the children of God 4.” | 
Did they mourn the death of chriſtian rela- 
tives, and friends? I would not have you 
to be ignorant, Brethren,” ſaid Paul when 


0 John xx. 20. T John xiv. 19. 
JI Rom. viii. 11, 17, 18, 21. 


0 | addreſſing 
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addrefling the Theſſalonians, © concerning 
them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jeſus died, and roſe again, even 

fo them alſo which fleep in . Jeſus, will God 
bring with him *.“ 

Not to be affected, greatly affected, is im- 
poſſible, when Providence takes from us the 
delight of our eye, and the joy. of our gf 
with a ſtroke. On ſuch forrowful occaſions; . 
our © grief becomes us, and our tears are 

juſt.“ Religion neither annihilates, nor har- 
dens the delicately tender feelings of nature; 
but it gives to our virtuous ſenſibility a keener 
edge. on requires us, not entirely to refrain 
from ſorrow, but to moderate our grief. To 
this purpoſe, it not only ſpeaks with the com- 
manding voice of ſupreme authority, but it 
condeſcends to aflign ſuitable reaſons. It af 
fords good hope, and ſo adminiſters ſtrong _ | 
a conſolation. _- 2» 
When, handing Sy. the 3 bet' of 2 
chriſtian, to whom we are cloſely united by | 
_ the ties of nature, or of friendſhp, we behold, 
for the laſt time, his much loved counte- 
nance; when we ſee his face livid, his lips 4 
+ quiver, his eyes rolling in death, and his A 
| whole frame convulſed; when we hear his 


* 3 Theſl, iv. 135 145 „ 


faltering 


faltering voice, labouring to utter an affec- 
tionate FAREWELL; when we witneſs the 
final ſtruggle, and perceive that the. pulſe of 
life has ceaſed to beat-—that he breathes no 
more; when we fee him, a cold corpſe, 
ſtretched on the bed of death, or lying in 
a coffin, covered with a ſhroud ; when we 
follow his precious remains to the grave, and 
behold them committed to the duſt, to worms, 
to corruption; we hall, we may, we MUST, 
be ſorrowful: but we ſhould not indulge 
ſorrow * as thoſe who have no hope ;” for 
we have hope—hope that the immortal ſpirit 
is with the Lord, in the unſeen world=-hope 
that the body will be delivered from the diſ- 
honours of the grave—hope of a joyful meeting 
at the laſt day. This hope reſts on the Re- 
furrection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. F 
Finally; In proſpect of our own diſſolution, 
the belief of this fact will fupport and ani- 
mate our minds. Death, in itſelf, is terrible. 
Juſtly is it ſtyled “ the King of terrors *.“ 
Death is terrible in the view of nature. The 
afflictions which generally precede it, the 
ſorrowful circumſtances with which it is often- 
times attended, the ſtroke itfelf, and the 
humiliating events that follow it, render deata 
gerrible, But in the apprehenſion of con- 
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ſcience, it is {till more terrible, on account of 


the judgment to which it leads. The thought 


of this, were there no hope, would fill the 
foul with horror. When we realize our nor- 
tality, when we lie on our dying pillow, when 
the ſpirit hovers over eternity, we need, for 
our ſupport, better inſtructions than Socrates, 

or Plato, or any modern philoſophers, un- 
acquainted with the Goſpel, are able to ad- 
miniſter. Bleſſed be God, the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt furniſhes us with all we want. Does 
nature tremble at the apprehenſion of falling 
into naught ? The Reſurrection of Chriſt, by 
bringing life and immortality to light, diffi- - 
pates the fear of annihilation. a deep 


ſenſe of guilt cauſe us to fear leſt, in conſe- 


QUENCE of ſin, immortality ſhould be to us 
a curſe? The Reſurrection of the Son of God 


proves that ſin is expiated, and thus © begets 
us to a lively hope of an inheritance incor- 


ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 


away 9 


Thus the Reſurrection of Jeſus diſpels 
the gloomy horrors of the tomb. In the tomb 
I fee a dark night, through which I cannot 


_ penetrate; in his Reſurrection I ſee the light 


of life. In the grave I behold the puniſhment 
of fin; in his Reſurrection I behold ſin ex- 


* 1 Pet. i, 3, 
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plated, In the tomb the fad deſtination of 
Adam, and of his miſerable poſterity, preſents 


itſelf to view; in his Reſurrection the ſcene 


appears reverſed, for death is ſwallowed up in : 


victory. 
In this ſubject all men are deeply intodeted z ; 


fon, as we travel through the wilderneſs of . 


life, we Kare one after another, like leaves in 


autumn. With what pleaſure, therefore, 


ſhould we liſten to the voice waich ſays, 
ST AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE 
LIFE *?” At the ſound of this voice, the 
chriſtian takes courage ; and he goes down to 


the grave, not as if he were afraid of falling 
over a precipice to riſe no more, but he 


deſcends the valley of the ſhadow of death 


with a firm, ſteady, and unheſitating ſtep. He 


= knows whither he is going, and the way he 
knows. He is willing to die; for he dies in 


hope of being reſtored to eternal life, Hence, 


when death and the grave are full in view, 
his faith enables him to exclaim, „O death, 


where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy 


victory? The fting of death is fin; and the 


ſtrength of {in is the law. But thanks be to 


God, who giveth us the victory, through our. 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt .“ His reſurrection from 


the dead, is the light of our darkeſt days, the 


* John xi. 25. 1 1. Cor. xy. 5557 — 
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ſweet ſolace of the heart in times of trouble, 
the prop of declining age, and the firm ſup- 
port of the dying believer. In the hour of 


expiring nature, he may, with rapture, thus 
addreſs his ſoul ; 


e The ſtars ſhall fade away, the ſun himſelf 

© Grow dim with age, and nature fink in years; 

6: But thou ſhalt flouriſh in immortal youth, - - To 
„ Unhurt amidſt the war of elements, 

« The wreck of matter, and the cruſh of worlds. * l 


Such, —and infinitely more than our feeble 
conceptions can reach---is the* power of 


Chriſt's Reſurrection. The power which it „ 


poſſeſſes, is the ſupport of religion-—it is the 
ſupport of thoſe grand doctrines which conſti- 
tute the object of chriſtian faith, and it is the 
ſupport of religion in the ſoul; for perſonal 
religion, in its riſe, in its progreſs, and in its 


conſummation, depends upon this MOMENT= 
OUS FACT, | | 
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FROM the preceding pages, on the Reſur- 
rection of Chrift, we may infer the propriety 
of a remark, the importance of a command,. 
and the reaſonableneſs of a requiſition, with 
which we meet in the apoſtolic writings. 
The remark, to which we allude, is in 
Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, © If thou ſhalt 
. confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and 
| Malt believe in thine heart, THAT GOD HATH 
= RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, thou ſhalt. 
| A be ſaved *. The belief of this fact, and its 
} 
| 
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import, as illuſtrated in the New Teſtament, 
is the criterion of a chriſtian, He is diſtin- 
guiſhed, by faith in the fact, from a Jew, a 
Heathen, and a Mahometan ; by the belief | 
of its import, from a man who receives the | 
teſtimony of the Witneſſes as to the fact itſelf, 
fimply conſidered, but not as to the important 
= inferences which they deduce from it ; and by 
4 4 an experience of its influence, which is the 
f A I effect of faith, from all thoſe whoſe minds 

"2 ipeculate, but whoſe conſciences and hearts 
do not feel. | 
I'he command, to which we advert, is in 


Sr 2 1 
—ʒꝓ—ä— —ͥ] Sñẽ—— 1 Pe | N : K p 


— 


N — 


NE FR 


— 
— — — \ ts 
= _ — Toon, 8 2 22 
* - " 7 
—— . ẽ³UEĩ OI an new 33. > — 
- F 
9 4 


* Rom. x, 9. p . j 
| zul's 


CONCLUSION, © 99 


Paul's s firſt Epiltle to Timothy; 10 Remember— 


that Jeſus Chriſt was raiſed from the dead *.“ 


For the devout remembrance of this fact, and 


of what, according to the apoſtolic repreſen- 


tations, it certainly implies, the firſt day of 


the week was ſet apart by the Ambaſſadors of 


Chriſt. The cuſtom, which now prevails, 
of aſſembling for focial worſhip on this day, 
may be traced up to the age of thoſe divinely 
inſpired men; and the Reſurrection of W 

will , account for its origin. 
Finally; the requiſition, of which we: 
ſpoke, is in the fir ff Epiſtle general of Peter; 


ge ready always to give an anſwer to.- 


every man that aſketh you a REASON of the 
Hope that is in you . If we know the power 
of Chriſt's Reſurrection, we can render the 
moſt ſubſtantial reaſon ; for this furniſhes us 
with the anſwer of a good conſcience f. On 
this intereſting fact, an evangelical catechiſm 
might be formed. Do any aſk, What is the 
ultimate object of our hope? We reply, Eter- 
nal Life, Do they inquire, How we know 


there is Eternal Life? We anſwer, „ Chriſt 


hath aboliſned death, and brought life and 


immortality to light, through the Goſpel F.“ 


Do ey further interrogate us, as to the man- 


* 2 Tim. ii. 8. i I Pet. i lit, 15. 
4 1 Pet. Ul, 21. 5 2 Tim, i. 10. 
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ner in which-we aſcertain the truth of > 
Chriſt taught on this article ? We inform 
them, that Jeſus, by his own Reſurre&ion, > 
at once eſtabliſhed and exemplified the im- 
portant doctrine of a future ſtate. Do they 
aſk; How we, who deſerve to periſh, can 
expect eternal life? With joy we ſay, It is 
the gift of God *.“ If any object that God 
is juſt as well as merciful, we cheerfully add, 
That in the beſtowment of this gift, „grace 
reigns, through Righteouſucſs, by Jeſus Chriſt. 
our Lord 4, who was delivered for our of- 
fences, and raiſed again for our juſtification 3.“ 
<< Bleſſed,” then, be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according to his 

_ abundant mercy, hath begotten us again to a 
lively hope, by the Reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt from the dead; To an inheritance in- 


ene e undefiled, and that fadeth not 5 | 
* : e 

et by # 6 1 03... e [ 
* Rom. vi. 23. | + Rom. v. 21. 
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